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CHOOSING YOUR SUBJECTS 

 
In all but a very few cases, when they enter S4, pupils will continue to study 
the subjects they choose for S3. 
When you are choosing these subject choices, parents should bear in mind a 
number of factors. 
 
 
1. APTITUDE  
Pupils can very often show a natural aptitude in certain subjects.  This should 
be taken into consideration when choosing, as pupils will tend to cope with the 
work more easily. 
 
 
2.  INTEREST  
It is important for pupils to show an interest in the subjects as this can greatly 
enhance their success.  This, however, may have to be set aside if a subject 
is required as a career qualification. 
 
 
3.  CAREER REQUIREMENTS 
Guidance Staff and the Careers Officer should provide help here.  Although 
pupils now begin to specialise in their courses slightly, they should try to 
choose subjects, which will give them as wide a choice of career as possible. 
 
 
4.  OVERALL COURSE BALANCE 
The national guidelines for Curriculum for Excellence ensure your child will 
automatically follow a broad and balanced programme of study. Some pupils 
may already have a definite career in mind and, therefore, may need to 
consider future entrance qualifications. 
 
Some of those pupils may change their minds in later years. Following a 
broad and balanced curriculum supports pupils in either category. 
 
 
5. FRIENDS’ CHOICES  
Many pupils simply choose a subject because their friends have chosen it. We 
would strongly advise that it is not a valid reason for choosing a particular 
subject. 
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6.  TEACHER (like or dislike) 
Where a pupil is unsure of what subject(s) to take the choice is often 
determined by whether the pupil likes the teacher or not. Two important 
factors should be considered here:  
 
1. Career intentions are very important. 
 
2. The allocation of teachers to particular teaching groups is not known at 

the time when the choices are made. 
 
 
7.  EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
Like every other school, in Clyde Valley all subjects are on offer to both boys 
and girls. Increasingly, traditional ‘stereo-typing’ of subjects is disappearing 
from the mindset of pupils and their parents. 
 
When you are making decisions about subject choice, please remember that 
all subjects are open to all pupils. There are no “boys’ subjects.” There are no 
“girls’ subjects.” 
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PERSONALISING CHOICE –  
ADVICE TO PUPILS AND PARENTS. 
 
PERSONALISING CHOICE - ADVICE FOR PUPILS 
In addition to the one period per week Personalising Choice programme 
pupils should consult with the individual teachers named in the subject 
information section of this booklet to find out as much as they can about the 
new subjects on offer.  After this pupils should consult their guidance teacher 
and then come to an agreement with their parents about the subjects they 
should choose. 
 
 
PERSONALISING CHOICE - ADVICE FOR PARENTS 
Pupil Support staff, are available to offer advice to you.  This can be obtained 
by- 
 
a) Personal interview during the school day. 
b) Telephone during the school day. 
c) Curriculum Information Evening, Tuesday 21 January. 
d) Interview at Parents’ Evening. 
e) Careers Adviser in school or online at My World of Work and go to the 

section headed ‘Helping your children to develop their career’. 
 
CAREERS ADVICE FOR PUPILS 
 
Gail Connelly (Careers Adviser) is available to assist and offer advice (See 
Page 29) 
 
 
 

 
Please remember to gather as much information as possible 

to help you with your choice of subjects for study in S3 
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In addition to the significant aspects of learning from each curriculum area there will 
also be a focus on developing the core skills for learning, life and work which are 
important to make a successful transition into the Senior Phase of the curriculum. 
 
Skills for Learning Skills for Work 
� Analysis � Communicating 

� Application � Planning and Organising 

� Evaluation � Problem Solving 

� Synthesis � Working with Others 

� Thinking Critically and Creatively 
 
What does the S3 Curriculum look like? 
As part of the core curriculum pupils will study: 
 
Core Subjects Physical Education, 
Personal & Social Education & RMPS 
Mathematics 
English 
 
Social Subjects; History, Geography, Modern Studies and RME 
 
Sciences; Physics, Chemistry and Biology 
 
Modern Languages; French and Spanish and Modern Languages for life and work 
 
Expressive Music; Art & Design, Drama and Music 
 
Technologies; Design & Manufacture, Graphic, Health and Food Technology and 
Hospitality  
 
Business Education and Computing Science; Administration and IT, Business 
Management and Computing Science  
 
Physical Health and Outdoor Learning; Physical education 
 
Plus a further one subject from the personalisation choice  
 
All subjects offered will have progression to qualifications at National 3, National 4 
and National 5 during S4 to S6. 
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ENGLISH 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The S3 English course continues to build upon the principles already 
established in S1 and S2 by focusing on the four main areas of Reading, 
Writing, Talking and Listening. They will continue to develop their skills in 
the Active Literacy programme. 
 
Throughout the course pupils will experience a wide and diverse range of 
literature, including novels, short stories, poetry and drama texts. They will 
also be introduced to media texts, looking at films, trailers and adverts. 
Through their study of literature, pupils will gain an understanding of writers’ 
craft and begin to analyse more complex language and evaluate its effect.  
 
Pupils will also have the opportunity to create their own texts, both written and 
spoken. They will look at different genres, such as narrative or discursive, and 
will be encouraged to experiment with style and vocabulary, incorporating all 
aspects of their knowledge of language.  
 
In all elements of the course, pupils will have the opportunity to work both 
independently and collaboratively, building self-confidence and ensuring an 
engaging and well-rounded experience of the subject. 
 
What this course can lead to 
The skills you acquire on this Course can support you in many different jobs. Many 
Professional jobs require a minimum of B at Higher English level. 
Careers in Journalism, Law and Teaching will require strong English and Communication 
skills. 
Most jobs will demand a confidence with Language use and the ability to discuss and listen 
in a group situation. 
Students will develop their Writing and Comprehension skills, they will also be able to write 
creatively, access Nonfiction texts and compile reports. 
Society will expect you to be able to contribute meaningfully to projects and an English 
Course will equip you for this type of demand. 
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 
 
For further information on this subject contact Mrs Ferrie (Eng 4) 
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MATHEMATICS 
 
 

 
Mathematics is at its most powerful when 
the knowledge and understanding that 
have been developed are used to solve 
problems. Problem solving will be at the 
heart of all our learning and teaching. 
 

Our pupils will enjoy exploring and applying 
mathematical concepts to understand and solve 
problems, explaining their thinking and 
presenting their solutions to others in a variety of 
ways. 

 
 
At all stages, an emphasis on collaborative learning will encourage 
children to reason logically and creatively through discussion of 
mathematical ideas and concepts.  
 
The mathematics experiences and outcomes are structured within 
three main organisers, each of which contains a number of 
subdivisions:  
 
Number, money and measure  
 
Shape, position and movement  
 
Information handling  
 
Continual reinforcement and revisiting of concepts covered and 
skills learned form an integral part of the course, in order to 
maintain progression. Where appropriate, teachers will encourage 
development and progression through providing pupils with more 
challenging contexts in which to use their skills.  
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 

If you need more information contact Mr Ford or Mr Russell Maths  
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 
 
 

French & Spanish 
 

In Clyde Valley High School you can choose to study either French, Spanish 
or both in S3.  
 
Why study Modern Languages in the Broad General Education?  
 
Only 6% of the world’s population speaks English as a first language. 75% of 
the world’s population don’t speak any English at all. Research shows the 
benefits of learning a language include:  
• Better understanding of different cultures and developing as a global citizen 
 • Improved self-confidence  
• Enhanced ability to build new relationships  
• Improved literacy and reading skills in your own language  
• Enhanced problem solving, interpersonal and communication skills 
 • Increased employability 
 
Key features of learning and teaching are:  
 
• Real communication in relevant contexts, supported by ICT 
 • An emphasis on how languages work, including grammar  
• Maximum use of modern languages in the classroom  
• A focus on culture and international education 
• Language learning across the curriculum 
 
Choosing French and/or Spanish in S3 will lead to being presented Nationals 
4 & 5 in S4.  
 
Modern Languages for Life and Work 
 
This course allows pupils to continue with both French and Spanish. It 
focuses on employability and the skills needed for travelling, working and 
living abroad. Pupils will learn practical employability skills such as interview 
skills, CV writing and searching for jobs in tandem with learning about the 
cultures of French and Spanish speaking countries.  
 
While MLLW doesn’t lead to a National Qualification in S4, the culmination of 
the course is SQA’s Award for Modern Languages for Life and Work, which is 
available at SCQF levels 3 & 4.     
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 
For further information contact Mr Gibney in ML1  
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
 

GEOGRAPHY 
 
Geography is the science of place and space. Geographers ask where things 
are located on the surface of the earth, why they are located there, how 
places differ from one another and how people interact with their environment. 
Geography is the study of the Earth’s landscapes, peoples, places and 
environments. It is, quite simply about the world in which we live. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Physical Geography In this you will learn about how the earth’s different 
landscapes such as coasts and mountains were shaped. You will find out 
what causes our changeable weather. 
 
Human Geography Here you will discover how people use the earth and its 
resources. You will learn why some parts of the world are so different from our 
own area and especially about developing countries. 
 
Global Issues Natural Hazards, Global Warming, Renewable Energy, 
Sustainability of Resources, these are issues for your generation in the future. 
Learn about them now before it is too late! 
 
Field Trips Field work is an important part of Geography to learn first-hand 
about your world.  Trips vary from year to year but last year we visited 
Culzean Country Park to study coastal landforms and Glasgow to examine 
urban change and carry out a survey at the Fort Shopping Centre. 
 
You will learn to evaluate, investigate and analyse a wide range of 
information. You will do project work and group work. You will learn how to 
read and use maps on paper and digitally. 
 

THIS IS YOUR WORLD! LEARN MORE ABOUT IT! 
 

Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 

             Geography 
Human 

Physical 

Global 
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If you require further information contact Mrs Mackenzie P.T. Humanities 
 

SOCIAL STUDIES 
HISTORY 

The study of History enables students to develop an understanding of the 
history, heritage and achievements so that we gain a broader understanding 
of the world we live in today. 
In S3 pupils will continue to build on the knowledge and skills they have learnt 
throughout a Curriculum for Excellence through focused study, investigation, 
research, enquiry, analysis and discussion. Contexts for historical study will 
be from 3 units from a Scottish, British and Global perspective.  
 
                                       SCOTTISH UNIT 

The Era of the Great War 1900-1928 
A study of the experience of Scots in the Great War and 
its impact on life in Scotland. This topic considers the 
impact of technology on the soldiers on the Western 
Front. It also considers the way in which the war changed 
life for people at home as the war began to impact on 
every aspect of life both during and after the war. 
 

 
BRITISH UNIT 
Changing Britain 1760-1914 
A study of the reasons for the impact of industrialisation 
on life in Britain. It will focus on the social, economic and 
political developments which transformed life across 
Britain in the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. 
 
 
 
EUROPEAN & WORLD UNIT 

Hitler and Nazi Germany 1919-1939 
A study of the attempts to establish democracy in Weimar 
Germany, the reasons for its collapse and the nature of the 
Nazi state, through consideration of how the Nazis rose to 
power, Nazi control of Germany and their policies.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 

 
If you require further information contact Mrs Mackenzie P.T. Humanities 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

Modern Studies 
The aim of Modern Studies is to enable learners to have a knowledge and 
understanding of the contemporary political, social and economic challenges 
affecting citizens today. In Modern Studies, pupils will use a variety of courses 
and materials such as ICT, textbooks, newspapers, case studies, statistical 
tables and charts. Pupils will be encouraged to take part in regular classroom 
discussions and debates. 
 
Studying Modern Studies encourages learners to engage 
with society on the  
Issues of importance to them. 
 
Social Issues – Crime and the Law  

• Causes of crime 
• Impact of criminal activity on individuals and society 
• Role of police, courts and prison system in reducing crime and 

punishing offenders 
 
International Issues 
 
             USA 

• Role and features of the United States political 
system. 

• Causes and consequences of social and 
economical inequality  
in the USA 

 
              Politics of Development 

• Problems facing some African countries such as 
HIV/AIDS, child soldiers and conflict. 

• Role of international organisations in helping to 
meet the needs of developing countries. 

 

             
 
 
Political Issues – Democracy in Scotland 
 

• Features of the Scottish political system. 
• Rights and Responsibilities of citizens in a 

democratic society. 
• Influence of the media. 
• Pressure groups. 

 
 

 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 

 
If you require further information contact Mrs Mackenzie P.T. Humanities 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 

 
RELIGIOUS STUDIES 

 
 

 
Pupils selecting this option in S3 will be engaged on a course of study which 
examines religious and non-religious understandings of Issues of Belief, 
Morality and Ethics. These ideas will be examined from various strands of 
thinking. The course is split into four main parts; 
 
1. An Investigation of a World Religion – Christianity or Judaism  
 
Pupils will be able to develop knowledge and understanding of either 
Christianity or Judaism. This will be done through considering basic factual 
elements of the religion, and its relevance to contemporary society.  
Pupils will be developing their knowledge and understanding of some of the 
key beliefs, values, practices and traditions of Christianity or Judaism, and the 
relevance of these principles to contemporary society. 

 
2. Morality and Belief 
 
The general aim of this element is to enquire into, evaluate and present 
reasoned views about religious and non-religious responses to moral 

questions.  
 
3. Religious and Philosophical Questions 
 
In this component pupil will be considering a significant religious and 
philosophical question and responses to it. Religious viewpoints will be 
studied as well as responses from science or philosophy. 
 

4. Independent Investigation and Researching 
 
Research and use information relating to a religious, moral or 
philosophical question, and presenting a report or investigation on 

the theme selected.   
 
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 
 

If you require further information contact Mrs Mackenzie P.T. Humanities or Mr Ferrie 
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Prince’s Trust Achieve  
 
The Prince’s Trust Achieve Course will cover 4 main themes with learners 
carrying out projects and challenges from each. 
 
Personal, Interpersonal and Team skills.  
Learners will undertake various tasks aimed at developing their 
communication skills and increasing their confidence and self esteem 
 
Enterprise 
Learners will be given the opportunity to learn and practice the skills involved 
in developing an enterprise or creative project.  The skills will include 
leadership, teamwork and budgeting. 
 
Active Citizenship   
Learners will be encouraged to play an active role within the school 
community and work in partnership with the wider community to undertake 
various projects.  This will include environmental and eco projects. 
 
Rights and Responsibilities  
Aimed at ensuring pupils are aware of their role within society and how they 
can have their say.  It will ask learners to consider their rights and 
responsibilities as citizens. 
 
 
By participating in the Citizenship course pupils will actively participate in 
school life, and through this develop an enterprising approach and attitude, 
demonstrate organisational and team working skills, problem solve, generate 
ideas and communicate effectively. 
 
 Learners will develop the ability to take up their place in society as 
responsible, successful, effective and confident citizens both now and in the 
future. 
 

Participation in this course will be by nomination. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

BIOLOGY 
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This course allows learners to understand and investigate the 
living world in an engaging and enjoyable way. Biology (the 
study of living organisms) plays a crucial role in our everyday 
existence, and is an increasingly important subject in the modern 
world. Advances in technologies have made this varied subject 
more exciting and relevant than ever. Learners will study topics 
ranging from Molecular to Whole Organisms and up to 

Ecosystems.  
 
 
 
 
Through studying this course, learners will: 
 

• develop their scientific thinking, experimental and investigative skills 
 
• develop an understanding of biological issues 

 
 
• acquire and apply their knowledge and understanding of biological 

concepts 
 
 

• develop their understanding of relevant applications of biology in 
society 

 
 
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 
 

For further information please see Mr Wright
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CHEMISTRY 

 
 
This course develops learners’ interest in, and 
enthusiasm for, chemistry through a variety of contexts 
relevant to chemistry’s impact on society.  From utilising 
nature’s resources to the development of new and novel 
applications, learners will appreciate how vital chemistry 
is to everyday life.  
 

 
 
Through studying this course, learners will: 
 

• develop their scientific thinking, experimental and investigative skills 
 
• develop an understanding of the role of chemistry in scientific issues 

 
 

• acquire and apply their knowledge and understanding of chemistry 
concepts 

 
 

• develop an understanding of how chemistry products are formed 
 
 

• develop their understanding of relevant applications of chemistry in 
society 

 
 
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 
 

For further information please see Mr Wright 
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PHYSICS 

 
 
 
This course gives learners an insight into the underlying 
workings of our world and its place in the universe. From 
the sources of the power we use, to the exploration of 
space, it covers a range of applications that have been 
discovered through experiment and calculation – including 
those used in modern technology. 
 
 

 
Through studying this course, learners will: 
 

• develop their scientific thinking, experimental and investigative skills 
 
• develop an understanding of the role of physics in scientific issues 

 
 

• acquire and apply their knowledge and understanding of concepts in 
physics 

 
• develop their problem solving skills in a physics context 

 
 

• develop their understanding of relevant applications of physics in 
society 

 
 
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 
 
 
 

If you require further information please contact Mr Wright 
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Business Education - Administration & IT 
 
Course Description: 
The key purpose of this Course is to develop learners’ administrative and IT 
skills and, ultimately, to enable them to contribute to the effective functioning 
of organisations in administrative positions.  
 
The Course aims to enable learners to: 

• develop an understanding of administration in the workplace and key 
legislation affecting both organisations and employees 

• develop an understanding of good customer care and its benefits to 
organisations 

• develop IT skills and use them to perform administrative tasks 
• acquire organisational skills in the context of organising and supporting 

events 
 
Wider Achievement Opportunities 
Learners who have completed the Course will be able to utilise the acquired 
Administration and IT related knowledge, understanding and skills at home, in 
the wider community and, ultimately, in employment. The Course contains a 
significant practical component, encouraging the integration of skills, 
knowledge and understanding through practical activities. Its use of real-life 
contexts makes it relevant to the world of work, and its uniqueness lies in 
developing IT skills in an administration-related context. The Course makes 
an important contribution to general education through developing a range of 
essential skills which will stand learners in good stead regardless of the 
career path they ultimately choose. Its contribution to vocational education is 
just as significant, as it opens up progression to a range of careers in 
administration and IT. 
 
Possible career paths 
Banking, Accounting, Insurance, Civil Service, Reception 
work, secretarial work, paralegal services, travel and 
tourism, procurement, office management, payroll 
administration, clerical work, quality management, transport 
administration, call centre operations, human resources, 

event management, data administration, local government, 
court administration, distribution administration, customer 
support services, housing administration, health service 
administration.  
 
 
 

 
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 
 

For further details please see Mrs Ashmore 
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Business Education - Business Management 
 
Course Description: 
The Course aims to enable students to develop: 

• knowledge and understanding of the ways in which society relies on 
business to satisfy our needs 

• an insight into the systems organisations use to ensure customers’ 
needs are met 

• enterprising skills and attributes by providing them with opportunities to 
explore realistic business situations 

• financial awareness through a business context 
• an insight into how organisations organise their resources for maximum 

efficiency and improve their overall performance 
• an awareness of how external influences impact on organisations 

 
Wider Achievement Opportunities 
 
Learners who have completed the Course will be able to utilise the acquired 
Business Management and Entrepreneurial related knowledge, understanding and 
skills at home, in the wider community and, ultimately, in employment or self-
employment. Its use of real-life contexts makes it relevant to the world of work and 
the course presents a variety of opportunities for students to make their own 
decisions about their learning and how they present their work in class, develop their 
ability to work independently as well as part of a team, and develop leadership skills 
and opportunities. The Course makes an important contribution to general education 
through developing a knowledge of business which will stand learners in good stead 
regardless of the career path they ultimately choose. 
 
Possible career paths 
 
Marketing, insurance, accounting, law, manufacturing, importing/exporting, local 
government, civil service, procurement, clerical work, advertising, economics, 
banking, entrepreneurship, office management, transport and logistics, hospitality 
management, credit control, administration, public relations, human resources, retail 
and sales, business development, industrial relations, property management, health 
service management. 
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 
 
 
For further details please see Mrs Ashmore in Room ICT2 
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COMPUTING SCIENCE  
 
Computing Science in third year provides pupils with a strong foundation in computer 
hardware and software including the latest developments in computing science, an 
ever changing and exciting subject. 
They will also learn how to create web pages, make their own computer software 
(including games development) and create graphics and animations. 
They will also learn about the law and environment in the context of computing 
science. 
 
Software that will be used 
by pupils includes… 
 

 Topics covered include… 

Web page creation software 
 
HTML  
 
Java Script 
 
CSS 
 
Scratch  
 
Python  

 
Microsoft Access 
 
SQL 
 

  Current computer hardware 
trends 
 
Current security threats 
 
Current Security precautions 
 
Law and the environment 
 
Creating information systems 
 
Creating Web pages 
 
Software development 
 
 

 

 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 
For further details please see Mrs Ashmore or Mr Conway in 
Room 2T12.    
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DESIGN & MANUFACTURE 
 
 

The S3 Design & Manufacture Course is broad-based and 
suitable for learners who enjoy or have an interest in design 
and technology generally.  The Course will provide learners 
with opportunities to continue to build upon the skills and 
experiences gained in S1/S2 within the Design & Technology 

Department.  The S3 Course is practical, exploratory and experiential in 
nature.   
 
 
The S3 Course will consist of the following three areas: 
 

Design 
Learners will develop their skills and creativity in designing a 
product towards a manufacturing process. Learners will take a 
given design brief and develop it to a final concept, generating 
ideas by applying research, graphics and modelling techniques.  
Existing commercial products will be examined and evaluated.  This 

will enable the learner to develop an understanding of the impact of design and 
manufacturing technologies on our environment and society. 
 

Materials and Manufacturing 
Learners will develop their skills and creativity in manufacturing a 
product or model based on a given design concept. The aim 
includes developing an appreciation and application of the 
properties and uses of materials. 
 
Learners will manufacture models and prototypes, applying a range 

of practical skills.  Course will be designed to enable the learner to develop 
knowledge of the impact of materials and manufacturing on design and the 
environment. 
 
Design Assignment 
Pupils will be given the opportunity to apply the skills and knowledge developed and 
acquired during the course to produce a ‘design assignment’.  Pupils will have to 
solve a design task in a given context based on: a problem situation, a design brief, 
relevant research and a design specification.  
The Design Assignment task will allow candidates the opportunity to produce a 
model of their potential solution. 
 
All three areas will provide pupils with opportunities to build self-confidence and 
enhance generic and transferable skills in numeracy, researching, ICT, planning and 
organising work tasks, working independently and in collaboration with others, critical 
thinking and decision making, communication, as well as self- and peer-evaluation.  

 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 

 
For further information on this subject contact Mr McDonald, Technical 

Education Department. 
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GRAPHIC COMMUNICATION 
 
The S3 Graphic Communication Course is broad-based and suitable for 
learners who enjoy or have an interest in Graphic Communication – both 
digital and paper-based.  The Course will provide learners with opportunities 
to continue to build upon the skills and experiences gained in S1/S2 within the 
Design & Technology Department.  The S3 Course is practical, exploratory 
and experiential in nature.   
 
 
The S3 course will consist of: 
 

2D Graphic Communication 
Learners will develop their creativity and skills within a 2D 
graphic communication context.  Activities will allow learners to 
initiate, develop and communicate ideas using graphic 
techniques in straightforward and familiar contexts. In addition, 
this area will allow learners to develop their skills in some less 
familiar or new contexts. Learners will develop 2D spatial 

awareness.  
 

3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication 
Learners will develop their creativity and skills within a 3D and 
pictorial graphic communication context.  Again, activities will 
allow learners to initiate, develop and communicate ideas using 
graphic techniques in straightforward and familiar contexts. In 
addition, this area will allow learners to develop their skills in 

some less familiar or new contexts. Learners will develop 3D spatial awareness.  
 
Graphic Project 
Pupils will be given the opportunity to apply the skills and knowledge developed and 
acquired during the course to produce a graphic communication evidence folio in 
response to a project brief.   
 
Learners will produce 2D and 3D preliminary, production and promotional graphic 
items in response to a brief.  Promotional graphic publications will have visual impact 
and will be planned and designed to meet a market, purpose, content and style.  
 
Pupils will review and evaluate their progress, giving justification for the choice of 
graphic items and the graphic communication techniques employed.  
 
 
All three areas will provide pupils with opportunities to build self-confidence 
and enhance generic and transferable skills in numeracy, researching, ICT, 
planning and organising work tasks, working independently and in 
collaboration with others, critical thinking and decision making, 
communication, as well as self- and peer-evaluation. 
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 
 

If you require further information contact Mr McDonald. 
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HEALTH AND FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
 

 

 
The aim of this course is to develop pupils’ 
knowledge and understanding of the 
relationship between food and nutrition and 
the functional properties of foods.  Food 
preparation skills will be improved through 
practical cookery, problem solving exercises 
and independent and group work. 

 
The course consists of three units: 
 
Food for Health 
The aim of this unit is to study the relationship between health, food and 
nutrition and to prepare food to meet dietary and health needs. 
Food Product Development 
In this unit pupils will study the functions of ingredients and the practical 
developments of food products, learn about sensory testing and gain a 
greater understanding of the process of developing a design brief. 
Contemporary Food Issues 
In this unit pupils study factors affecting consumer food choices e.g. additives, 
advertising, labelling, allotments, factory farming, organics, Fair Trade, food 
co-ops, seasonality, sustainability, GM, food miles, world hunger, packaging, 
pollution and recycling. 
 
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 

For further information on these subjects see Mrs Thomson or Miss Barrett 
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HOSPITALITY 
 
The Hospitality course aims to improve knowledge and understanding of 
health and nutrition in the preparation and serving of food within the hospitality 
industry.  Pupils develop a high standard of food hygiene and safety when 
completing practical tasks. 
 
The course consists of three units: 
 
Cookery Skill, Techniques and 
Processes 
Pupils will be able to select and use food 
preparation and use cookery skills and 
processes when preparing simple  
dishes.  
Understanding and Using Ingredients 
Pupils will be able to give an overview of a variety of dishes. 
Organisational skills for cooking 
Pupils will be able to develop and implement a simple plan to prepare simple 
dishes, and follow simple recipes for specific occasions. 
 
Throughout all 3 units pupils work safely and hygienically to a high standard. 
 

 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 

 
 

For further information on these subjects see Mrs Thomson or Miss Barrett 
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ART & DESIGN 

 

The S3 Art & Design course will allow pupils 
to develop and broaden their creative skills in 
the visual arts.  The course will seek to build 
on prior knowledge and understanding by 
further exploring the visual world around 
them. 
Individual lessons and outcomes will enable 
pupils to express themselves both creatively 
and  

 

 

imaginatively by unlocking the potential of the 
visual elements in both expressive and design 
contexts. 
 
Pupils will be encouraged to explore a wide 
variety of materials, techniques and 
processes using both traditional craft 
methods alongside new technologies when 
undertaking work in the 3 core art & design 
study areas. 

 

 
The 3 core areas within the Art & Design 
course relate to Expressive Arts, Design and 
Integrated Critical Studies.  Pupils will study 
and produce work in these core areas that 
have direct links to the creative industries that 
play a vitally important part in our society 
today. 

Examples of pupil study and development in the 3 core areas are 
outlined below for reference. 
 
Expressive Arts Study: Drawing, painting, printmaking, sculpture and 
photography. 
Design Study: Graphic Design, product design, interior design, 
animation and illustration, jewellery and textile design. 
Integrated Critical Study: The analysis, evaluation and understanding of 
work relating to both Expressive Arts and Design. 
 
As part of pupils study in the S3 Art & Design course they will also have 
the opportunity to develop knowledge and skills in other areas relating 
to the Junior Phase of a Curriculum for Excellence. 
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 

For more information on Art & Design contact Mrs Traynor 
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS 
 

DRAMA 
 
 

Pupils will follow a common course. This will 
consist of a series of units providing a 
structured sequence of drama activities. Due to 
the nature of the subject, it is very important 
that pupils can work independently and 
collaboratively with others to create and 
present a drama performance to an audience. 

 
 
 
Some areas of practical work may include: 
 
 Mime/Movement 
 Role play 
 Script work/Dance drama 
 
Pupils will be taught practical drama and theatre skills such as: 
 
 Props/Set design 
 Lighting/Sound 
 Costume/Make-up 
 
Theory work will involve pupils applying their knowledge and 
understanding from across the course into written work. 
 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 

 
 

Further information can be obtained from Mrs Traynor
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EXPRESSIVE ARTS 
 

MUSIC 
 

 
During the first two years at Clyde Valley High 
School the Music course is made up of a number of 
short units largely based on practical music making. 
 
Pupils choosing music in S3 and S4 will have the 
opportunity of extending their practical skills at their 
own pace on two instruments which they are 
currently studying: 
 
 

 
Guitar (acoustic, electric and bass); ukulele; drum-kit; electronic keyboard; 
glockenspiel / xylophone; woodwind or brass instruments; voice; bagpipes. 
 
Some pupils may receive instrumental tuition on their instrument(s) – weekly 
practice and homework will be set by that teacher. 
 
As well as practical, pupils will continue to develop their composition skills 
using computer software and extend their listening vocabulary by listening to 
music in a variety of styles. 
 
Pupils will also work on a variety of topics including: 

• RAP Music 
• 20th Century Music 
• Scottish Music 

 
Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 
 

Further information can be obtained from Mrs Traynor, Music Department 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

 
By choosing Physical & Outdoor Education in S3, you will continue to build on 
the knowledge and skills gained from your S1/2 courses.  There will also be 
opportunities to develop new skills and qualities through outdoor learning. 
The main themes that will be covered across the year are: 
• Performance Skills:   

learning how to select, adapt and apply the correct movement and 
performance skills for each activity in order to be an effective performer 

• Fitness:  
learning how to test, improve and monitor our fitness and explore a 
variety of approaches to develop it. 

• Co-operate and Compete:  
learning how to work together to achieve common goals as well as 
working individually to compete against others. 

• Evaluation:   
learning how to evaluate our own performance as well as that of others 
in order to improve. 

You will develop a more in depth understand of the Significant Aspect of 
Learning in PE to build on your knowledge from S1 and S2. This will be 
covered both practically and through 1 classroom based period per week. 
These are: 

• Cognitive Skills (How we think and process information) 
• Physical Competencies (How we move) 
• Physical Fitness (How fit we are) 
• Personal Qualities (How we see ourselves and interact with 

others) 
The S3 course will look in more depth at the activities which you may have 
covered within your S1/2 courses. These will be decided as a class group.  
Examples are: 
 BASKETBALL GYMNASTICS BADMINTON 
 FOOTBALL  DANCE  TRAMPOLINING 
 VOLLEYBALL HANDBALL  HOCKEY 
 ORIENTEERING TEAM BUIDLING ATHLETICS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Suggested subject related careers – See appendix 1 
 

For further information contact Miss McNaughton P.E. department. 
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CAREERS ADVICE 
www.myworldofwork.co.uk 
 
When choosing subjects you must always choose in line with your strengths and by 
doing this you are moving naturally towards a more suitable and realistic Career 
Choice for you as a person. 
 
Think about being successful – think about what you can achieve by the end of 
your S4/S5/S6 year. Aim to be successful in what you choose! Your successes and 
achievements will help you move on to College or University or to gain a Modern 
Apprenticeship or Employment. 
 
Finding out which subjects are required for certain Careers and also considering 
which Careers link to your Strengths can help you make strong subject choices.   
 
My World of Work website www.myworldofwork.co.uk  is used in school to help 
pupils think about their strengths and to find out more about careers and what 
subjects would be necessary for certain careers.   
 
If you are not sure what you want to do when you leave school – go onto the “My 
Strengths” tool in the Toolkit on my world of work. This is an online questionnaire 
which is very easy to do!  It asks you questions about how you feel about careers 
and the world of work and it will provide you with a list of your strengths and possible 
careers which require those strengths and the subjects which would be helpful! 
 
Careers A-Z provides information on a broad range of careers and can help you find 
out which skills/abilities and qualifications would be required by certain Careers.  
Again if you are not sure what you would like to do search by Industry Sector and 
you will be provided with lists of Careers to research.  Do not worry if you have not 
chosen a Career path – choose subjects which you know you will enjoy and will gain 
qualification in by the end of your S4/S5/S6 year.  
 
The team at Skills Development Scotland know it is now the time for you to make 
your Subject Choice and have been talking to many other pupils and providing 
them with help and support.  Go on to My World of Work and watch the video clips 
of other pupils and what they did while making their Subject Choice.   
 

 

CAREERS 
ADVICE 
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Help – If you are still unsure about your subject choice talk it over with your parents, 
teachers, friends and the Careers Adviser - Gail Connelly who is in the school on a 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday and is located in the Saloon on the 
second floor and the end of the Home Economics corridor.  You do not need an 
appointment just chap the door and Gail will arrange some time to answer your 
questions. Gail and Michael can be contacted by email using the following; 
gail.connelly@sds.co.uk 
michael.hughes@sds.co.uk   
 
 
Parents/Guardians – My World of Work is not just used in schools it is a 
website designed for Scottish people and there is a very helpful section for 
parents supporting their children to choose strong subject choices – refer to 
the link below:- 
 
www.myworldofwork.co.uk/subjectchoices/making-the-right-subject-
choices-with-your-child 
 
Possible progression routes through the qualifications are outlined below: 
 
    S4          S5        S6 
National 3  →  National 4 →   National 5 

National 4  →  National 5 →   Higher 

National 5  →  Higher  →   Advanced Higher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix 1 
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Suggested Career paths dependent on subject choices 
 
Course of study  What careers are linked to this area 

Administration and IT, Business 
Administration  

Administration & IT leads into different careers such 
as setting up your own business, administrative 
careers in many industries, human resources and 
many more. Administration & IT helps develop the 
skills beneficial within further or Higher education as 
nearly all courses require the skills gained in this 
subject. 

ART & DESIGN Careers in art and design span many specialist 
areas and generally require further study. Art 
and design careers don’t necessarily involve 
drawing, painting, sculpture or computer-based 
work. The worlds of engineering and 
construction also need the technical design skills 
of architects, product designers, spatial 
designers, landscape designers and mechanical 
design engineers. 

Biology  Careers in the Biological sciences including, 
Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Veterinary 
Science, Ecology, Zoology, Marine biology, 
Biochemistry and other related subjects. 

Chemistry  Careers in the Chemical, Biochemical and 
Physical Sciences including, medicine, Dentistry, 
Pharmacy, Veterinary Science, Forensics, 
Chemical Engineering and other science related 
subjects. 

Computing Science Job in any of the computing professions. 
The industry needs people with a wide range of 
skills – talented youngsters who can be software 
engineers, digital and creative media developers, 
marketing and sales professionals, product 
managers, business analysts, ecommerce 
specialists, telecoms experts, web designers, the 
list is … almost… endless. Students 

Design Manufacture  career in product design, architecture, joinery, 
engineering, furniture design, industrial design, 
building trades, interior design, technician 
services etc. 

Drama  careers in Performing Arts, Education, Law, Film 
and Media, Arts Administration, Theatre 
Journalism, Producing, Directing, Stage 
Management, Community Theatre, Design, 
Sound Technology, and anything that involves 
working with others or presentation skills. 

English  Many Professional jobs require a minimum of B 
at Higher English level. Careers in Journalism, 
Law and Teaching will require strong English and 
Communication skills. Most jobs will demand a 
confidence with Language use and the ability to 
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discuss and listen in a group situation. 
Home Economics  Carers within the food and hospitality industry  
Geography  Develop a sense of responsible citizenship as 

well as developing transferable skills for learning, 
life and work, opening up a wide and diverse 
range of occupations and careers 

Graphic Communication Careers in industrial design, engineering, graphic 
design, architectural and building services, 
product design, interior design, fashion & 
textiles, animation, web design etc. The skills 
developed, such as the use of ICT or the ability to 
communicate effectively will be of benefit in a 
huge variety of other careers. 

History  Students will build up a framework of historical 
knowledge and understanding with which to 
understand and respond to global issues, which 
can help them develop a sense of responsible 
citizenship as well as developing transferable 
skills for learning, life and work, opening up a 
wide and diverse range of occupations and 
careers. 

Modern Languages; 
 
French 
Spanish  
Languages for Life for Work  

Business is not the only area of employment 
where language competencies are needed, 
however. Multiple government agencies, the 
travel industry, engineering, communications, 
the field of education, international law, 
economics, public policy, publishing, advertising, 
entertainment, scientific research, and a broad 
array of service sectors all have needs for people 
with foreign language skills. The ability to speak 
to others in their own language is a sign of global 
citizens who contribute effectively to their own 
and other societies. 

Mathematics  Many Professional jobs require a minimum of a 
pass at Higher English level. Students will 
develop transferable Skills for Learning, Skills for 
Life and Skills for Work, opening up a wide range 
of career and study opportunities and enabling 
them to develop as responsible citizens who can 
contribute effectively in society and the world. 

Modern Studies  Students will build up a framework of knowledge 
and understanding with which to understand 
and respond to global issues which can help 
them develop a sense of responsible citizenship 
as well as developing transferrable skills for 
learning, life and work, opening up a wide and 
diverse range of occupations and careers. 

Music  Music is valued by employers, colleges and 
universities. It gives students the opportunity to 
gain confidence, work as part of a team, develop 
communication and leadership skills and use 
their creativity. Further study and careers in 
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Music, Performing Arts, Medicine, Sound 
Technology, Education, Music Therapy and 
anything that involves working with others. 

Physical Education  Career in PE Sport, Physical Education or Physical 
Activity college courses. 
Studying Physical Education at this level will help 
give students the knowledge, attitudes, skills and 
confidence needed to be physically active for life. 
Self-management skills such as goal-setting and 
self-monitoring are taught in an environment 
which actively teaches the interpersonal skills 
required for cooperation, self-responsibility and 
competition. 

Physics  careers in the Physical sciences including, 
Medicine, Dentistry, Pharmacy, Veterinary 
Science, Engineering, Astronomy, Astrophysics, 
Computer science, Electronics and other science 
related subjects. 

Religious and moral Education  Studying this subject can lead to careers in 
journalism, law, counselling, social care, social 
work, teaching, museum, police. Employers and 
university often quote that they value folks with 
enquiring minds and the skills of evaluation and 
analyses, studying Religious and Moral Education 
certainly delivers on these fronts.  

  
 


