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Decisions,       

decisions... 
At the end of S4 or S5 important decisions have to be made.  Your choices are: 

 

1 Leave school 
 

If you are 16 on or before 30th September 2021 you may leave school at the end of May 2021.  

Those who leave school may join a training scheme, find other employment or enter full-time 

courses in Colleges of Further Education. 

 

2   Stay on for S5 and/or S6 
If you are 16 on or between 1 October 2021 and 28 February 2022, you must stay on at school until 

Christmas 2021.  Returning to school to complete fifth or sixth year offers you an opportunity to 

specialise and tailor your needs to your future career.  A variety of different courses are offered 

and students may take a combination of all types; these include Highers, National 5 and 4 Courses, 

National Certificate Units, vocational courses and Advanced Highers (S6).  These qualifications may 

lead to employment, Further Education or Higher Education. A number of volunteering or work-

related options may also be available. 

 

You should always remember that in addition to formal qualifications prospective employers will 

look for evidence of regular attendance and commitment to the course being followed. 

 

 

 

Before you make choices from the option sheet you must make sure that, by returning to school, 

you are making the right decision.  If you are not sure, get advice from teachers, Pupil Support 

teachers, Careers Adviser, family and friends. The My World of Work website (which every pupil 

has a login for) is another fantastic source of advice about careers (www.myworldofwork.co.uk) 
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National  

Qualifications 
 

All subjects are now offering courses which 

lead to National Qualifications. 

 

There are four levels of course available 

(although not in all subjects). 

 

• National 4 

• National 5 

• Higher 

• Advanced Higher 

 

These courses build on what you have achieved 

in S4.  The course you pick will depend on the 

level you attain(ed) at the end of S4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What level is appropriate for you? 

 

In S4 you achieved:  In S5 you can take: 

 

National 3  National 4 

 

National 4 National 5 

 

National 5  Higher  

 

In S5 you achieved: In S6 you can take: 

 

National 4 National 5 

 

National 5 Higher   

 

Higher Advanced Higher 

 

Also, if you have attained Highers in fifth year 

there is scope to attempt Highers in other sub-

jects in sixth year 

 

Your subject teachers and pupil support teach-

ers will help you decide which is the right level 

of course for you. 

 

Assessment 

 

 

National 3 and 4 courses are exclusively inter-

nally assessed and have no final exam. National 

5 and Higher courses have an exam in May/

June.  This exam is set by the SQA and is 

marked by teachers in other schools. 

 

 

 

Some courses also have assignments or portfo-

lios to be completed as part of the final assess-

ment. Other courses have an assessed practical 

element. These form a percentage of the final 

grade.   

 

Your final grade will be based on how well 

you do in the course exam and any assign-

ment/portfolio/practical element. 
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Courses on offer: 
 
 

1 Higher 
 

Almost all subjects offer Highers (see relevant 

sections for more information).  Highers are 

difficult; there is a huge gap between fourth 

year work and the standard required at Higher 

level.  Current advice is that you will require a 

National 5 pass at B or better to have much 

chance of success at Higher grade in that 

subject in one year. For those pupils who gain 

a C pass at National 5, a two year Higher might 

be more realistic. Seek your teacher’s advice if 

you’re in doubt. 

 

 

2 Advanced Higher 
 

Students who have performed well at Higher 

grade (usually at least an upper ‘B’ pass) in a 

subject may decide to continue their study of 

the subject towards Advanced Higher.    

 

Where the subject is not offered at this level 

in Clyde Valley High School, it may be possible 

for you to study the subject in one of the 

other local schools where we have reciprocal 

arrangements. In session 2020/21 Advanced 

Higher courses were offered online. This 

provision may continue next session. 

 

 

 

3. National 4 and 5 courses 
 

These courses are offered in most subjects.  

Each course is split into units and there is also 

an exam in May/June for National 5. 

 

 

If you plan to sit a Higher in S6 after taking a 

National 5 Course in S5, you must be 

successful in that course.  If you do not pass 

the National 5 course then you cannot sit the 

Higher. 

 

 

 

4   Partnership with Local Schools 
 

For a number of years the local secondary 

schools have made their courses available to 

all students in the Wishaw/Motherwell/Shotts 

area.  This leads to a wider-ranging choice of 

subjects.  Transport to and from other schools 

is free of charge to the pupil. 

 

The column structure in the Senior Phase is 

now fully aligned across all NLC schools. This 

has improved the scope for travelling to other 

schools to study subjects that you can’t get in 

your home school. 

 

5. Partnership with New College 

Lanrakshire 

 

A wide range of vocational courses and 

Foundation Apprenticeships are available 

to pupils in S5/6 alongside the ‘traditional’ 

school subject choice. 
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Pathways to a Positive 

Post-School Destination 
 

In making subject choices, it is important to 

remember that entry to many courses beyond 

school requires passes in specific subjects. It 

therefore makes sense to start researching 

courses as early as possible 

 

The details below apply to current entry 

levels.  These change frequently, and it is 

important to check details in up-to-date 

prospectuses which are available online. 

 

Higher Education 
 

Degree level courses are offered at university 

or college. 

 

Universities 
 

To be considered for entry to 

university, passes in  at least four 

Highers are required. Achieving 

English at least at National 5 B is 

normally essential.  In some cases it is also 

necessary to have a National 5 at B (or above )

in Mathematics or a Science subject. Each 

course and educational establishment s 

different and it is vital that each pupil 

researches this thoroughly in advance of 

making their Senior Phase subject choices.  

 

For highly competitive courses such as Law, 

Medicine, Dentistry and Veterinary Surgery it 

is likely that you will require  5 Highers at 

AAAAA. Advanced Highers in Chemistry and/

or Biology might also be required for 

Medicine. In addition, pre-entry assessments 

are also  required. 
 

 

Colleges of Higher Education 
 

Colleges of Higher Education, offer courses 

towards Degrees, Higher National Diplomas 

(HNDs) and Higher National Certificates 

(HNCs). HNC and HND courses require lower 

entry qualifications than  Degree courses.  It is 

often possible for students to progress from 

HNC to HND and then a Degree course. Entry 

qualifications are generally 1/2 Highers for 

HNC courses, 2/3 Highers for HND courses and 

3 Highers for Degree courses. .  

 

 

Graduate Apprenticeships 

 
Increasingly, degrees are becoming available 

through Graduate Apprenticeships. Typically 

this involves working at a firm and attending 

university one day a week for 4 years. You will 

be paid for your work and will have a degree 

alongside valuable work skills at the end of the 

four years. Entry requirements are similar to 

direct entry to university and are found 

through the employers themselves. Financial 

institutions, engineering firms, sales and 

marketing are some of the areas offering 

graduate apprenticeships. 

 

 

Further Education 
 

Colleges offering courses in further 

education include New College 

Lanarkshire.  These Colleges offer 

Certificate courses which accept 

National qualifications as their entry 

requirements.  HNC and HND courses are also 

offered.  Again, researching entry 

requirements in advance is absolutely 

essential. 

 

 

Modern Apprenticeships 

 
Apprenticeships are offered in a variety of 

careers. Often they will require National exam 

qualifications as a pre-entry requirement. 

Foundation Apprenticeships, completed at 

school, are another route into a Modern 

Apprenticeship. If you are interested in 

seeking an apprenticeship, make an 

appointment with our SDS representative, Gail 

Connelly. 
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Financial Assistance 
 

If you decide to continue in full time education 

you may qualify for an Education Maintenance 

Allowance (EMA) from North Lanarkshire 

Council.  Qualification depends upon your 

parents’ income and your age.  

 

If you are 16 on or before 30 September 2021 

an EMA will cover the full session from August 

to June, excluding school holidays, i.e. 40 

weeks.  It will be paid on a fortnightly basis, 

directly into your own bank account. 

 

If your sixteenth birthday is on or after 1 

October 2021 and you intend to stay at school 

for the full year, your EMA will cover the 

period between January and June 2020. 

 

Conditions of Award 
 

1. You are required to have 100% 

attendance at school.  If you are absent 

from school due to illness you should 

either obtain a medical certificate which 

must be submitted to Mr Lanagan within 

10 days of the illness or submit a self-

certification line, again within 10 days of 

the absence.  Self-certification can only be 

used up to a maximum of five days per 

session. 

 

2. Your time-keeping, conduct and progress 

in subjects will be regularly reviewed and 

any unsatisfactory reports can lead to 

withdrawal of the EMA. 

 

If you leave school before the end of the 

school year the authority may ask for a 

partial refund of your award. 

 

When to Apply 

 
Application forms & Guidance notes can be 

obtained from the school office or online after 

you have made the final decision to return to 

school for the full year.  The application must 

be made by 30th September for August start 

or 16th Feb. for January start. 

 

Labour Market Information 
 

The job market changes rapidly.  Recently in 

the west of Scotland, the growth areas of 

employment have been health and social care, 

early years education and construction. This 

situation can change rapidly and it is vital that 

you keep an eye on Labour Market 

Information. This is available at the Skills 

Development Scotland website and is 

constantly updated. 

 

All employees are looking for young people 

with good qualifications.  National 5 passes 

are  o ften  required  fo r  Mo dern 

Apprenticeships in trades like joinery, 

plumbing and auto mechanics. 

 

It is common to start in a job through a 

training programme.  It is common to be on a 

t e m p o r a r y 

contract to begin 

y o u r working life. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The key to good job prospects is to have good 

qualifications linked with personal qualities 

such as good time keeping, good attendance 

and an ability to work with other people as 

part of a team. 
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Our Expectations 
 

At Clyde Valley High we take seriously our 

responsibility for young adults.  Equally, we 

expect that our students will honour the 

commitment which they have to the school.  

You have responsibilities which we expect you 

take seriously. 

 

Attendance 
 

You are expected to attend all of your classes 

and aim for 100% attendance.  Anyone whose 

attendance falls below 90% is likely to achieve 

less well than those who attend close to 

100%. Serious attendance issues in the Senior 

Phase are likely to lead to you having to leave 

school. 

 

Engagement 
 

We expect students in the senior school to be 

role models to the rest of the school both in 

and out of the classroom. We expect our 

senior pupils to be fully engaged in their 

studies. 

 

Wearing uniform plays a part in your personal 

and social development by promoting self 

discipline and underlining the fact that there is 

a difference between clothes worn for work 

and clothes worn for leisure.  It also indicates 

your commitment to the school and the local 

community. 

 

Subject Choices 
 

The information on the following pages gives a 

brief description of the subject content of the 

courses offered by faculties 

 

Before making your choices you should discuss 

any questions you have about the courses 

with the Principal Teacher of the faculty and 

your Inclusion PT.  If you are uncertain about 

which level of course you should take, your 

class teacher should be able to guide you. 

 

You should make your choice of courses in a 

positive way, always taking into account your 

future needs.  You should consider: 

 

• Your chances of success.  It is possible to 

attempt too much or too little in your 

course choices. Neither situation is 

desirable. 

• The importance of a subject for entering a 

future career. 

• Your needs for appropriate and useful 

qualifications for further study when you 

leave school. 

• Your genuine interest in a subject. In 

essence, you are likely to do better in a 

subject you actually enjoy. 

 

You may be uncertain about exam results.  As 

a result, you may wish to keep your options 

open.  The choices you make now will form 

the basis of individual timetables in June, but 

changes can be negotiated in August once 

your results are known. 

 

In June you should start any course which you 

might want to study. Clearly not every 

combination of subjects is possible but every 

effort will be made, either within the school or 

within the consortium of schools, to provide 

the combination requested. 

 

Equal Opportunities 
 

Clyde Valley High School, in line with 

recommendations from North Lanarkshire 

Council, has eliminated any inequalities in the 

courses offered to its students. All subjects 

are open to all students. 
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Higher Administration & IT 

Entry Requirements: National 5 pass. 

Course Description: 

Role of Administrative Assistant 

Effective time and task management 

Importance of effective teams 

Knowledge of workplace legislation 

Impact of digital technology on the layout, 

working practices, communication 

methods, data handling and file 

management of an organisation 

Features of good customer care 

Procedures for organising and supporting a 

range of meetings and events 

Appropriate methods of communication and 

research acquiring skills in managing the 

organisation of events 

IT Applications/Practical element: 

Word Processing, Spreadsheets, Relational 

Databases, Presentations and 

Communications using digital technology 

The units that students will cover:  

IT Solutions for Administrators 

Communication in Administration 

Administrative Theory and Practice 

Assessment of the three units will be carried 

out internally throughout the year. The Course 

Assessment will consist of two components: 

Component One – Assignment (70 marks) to 

be conducted under exam conditions during 

class time then externally marked by the SQA; 

and Component Two – Question Paper (50 

marks) to be conducted during the normal 

exam diet.   

 

N5 Administration & IT 

Entry Requirements: National 4 pass. 

Course Description: 

Administration theory in the workplace 

IT Applications/Practical element: 

Word Processing, Desk Top Publishing, 

Spreadsheets, Databases, Presentations, e-

mail and e-diary. 

Assessment of the three units will be carried 

out internally throughout the year. The Course 

Assessment will consist of two components: 

Component One – Assignment (70 marks) to 

be conducted under exam conditions during 

class time then externally marked by the SQA; 

and Component Two – Question Paper (50 

marks) to be conducted during the normal 

exam diet.   

 

N4 Administration & IT 

Entry Requirements: No previous experience 

necessary. 

Course Description: 

The Course aims to enable learners to: 

Develop a basic understanding of 

administration and customer care 

Develop IT skills and use them to perform 

straightforward administrative tasks 

Acquire organisational skills organising and 

supporting small-scale events 

IT Applications/Practical element: 

Word Processing, Desk Top Publishing, 

Spreadsheets, Databases, Presentations, e

-mail and e-diary. 

The units that students will cover:  

IT Solutions for Administrators 

Communication in Administration 

Administrative Practices 

Added Value Unit - Administration and IT 

Assignment (National 4) 

Assessment of the units will be carried out 

internally throughout the year. An additional 

Added Value Unit will be completed to further 

demonstrate required competency 

assessment standards. 

 

Possible career paths 

Banking, Accounting, Insurance, Civil Service, 

Reception/secretarial work, paralegal, travel & 

tourism, procurement, office management, 

payroll administration, quality management, 

transport administration, call centre 

operations, human resources, etc. 

Administration and IT 
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Art and Design can be studied at National 5, 

Higher or Advanced Higher level. 

 

Entry Requirements 
 

National 5 : Pass at National 4 

Higher: National 5 pass at A or B 

Advanced Higher: Higher pass at A or B 

 

Students wishing to attempt Art and Design 

who have not studied it in S3 or 4 should seek 

advice from Art staff. 

 

Course Content—N.5 and Higher 
 

There are 2 units: 

• Expressive Activity: Learners must 

produce a range of creative ideas and 

artwork in response to stimuli. Learners 

will produce a range of analytical 

drawings, studies and expressive 

development work. Knowledge and 

understanding of artists and art practice 

will also be assessed. 

• Design Activity: Learners must produce a 

range of creative  design ideas in response 

to a design brief. They must produce 

imaginative studies and market research. 

Knowledge and understanding of 

designers and design practice will also be 

assessed. 

 

 

Assessment 

Pupils  are required to pass the units detailed 

above. The course assessment involves: 

 

Portfolio (200 marks)  

• 1 piece of expressive art work  

• 1 design solution.  

• Pupils will have to produce a critical 

evaluation for each element. 

 

 

 

 

Question Paper: 

N.5—50 marks (1 Hour 30 mins) 

Higher—60 Marks (2 Hours) 

Pupils will have to demonstrate: 

• Knowledge and understanding of key art 

and design issues. 

• Personal supported opinions about 

examples of art and design work. 

• An ability to analyse how art and design 

techniques, materials and/or technology 

have been used by others for visual and 

expressive effect. 

• Analyse the external influences on artists 

and designers’ work and practice. 

 

Advanced Higher 
Pupils must choose between Expressive or 

Design. The course is assessed through a 

portfolio. 

 

Homework Demands 

Students will need to complete substantial 

amounts of homework—both practical 

and written. 

 

 

 

Art & Design 
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H i g h e r 

Photography 
 
Entrance Requirements:  Pupils opting for 

this course should have a reasonable visual 

awareness and an interest in photography. 

There is a written element to the course and 

so a competent level of English is required. 

Ideally pupils should have passed National 5 or 

Higher English.  

 

 

The course consist of four units: 

 

• Basic Camera Techniques—Pupils will 

learn the theory and basic techniques 

involved in photography. They will learn 

the basic features of a camera and will be 

given the opportunity to develop 

photographic skills in composition and  

framing.  

 

• Research Project—Pupils will research a 

photographic theme and investigate the 

work of famous photographers. They will 

produce a series of photographs inspired 

by their research. 

 

• Digital Imaging—This unit will develop 

pupils skills in using digital techniques and 

software to enhance their photographs. 

 

• Practical Assignment—Pupils will choose 

a brief and create a photographic story in 

response to this. The outcome will be a 

series of photographs inspired by their 

research project and the work of well 

known photographers. The practical 

assignment includes a plan of action (500 

words) and an evaluation (1000 words). 

• Exam—There is a final written exam 

lasting one hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework Demands 
 

Pupils will be expected to complete 

homework relating to this course. Homework 

will take the form of adding to and completing 

coursework. Pupils will be required to 

complete photo shoots in their own time 

either at home or on location. They can use 

their own cameras for this or borrow one from 

the Art department. 
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National 5 Level 
Entry requirements: 

A National 4 pass would allow entry into this 

course.  

 

Course Overview 

This course allows learners to understand and 

investigate the living world in an engaging and 

enjoyable way. Biology (the study of living 

organisms) plays a crucial role in our everyday 

existence, and is an increasingly important 

subject in the modern world. Advances in 

technologies have made this varied subject 

more exciting and relevant than ever. Learners 

will study topics ranging from Molecular to 

Whole Organisms and up to Ecosystems.  

 

Through studying this course, learners will: 

• develop their scientific thinking, 

experimental and investigative skills 

• develop an understanding of biological 

issues 

• acquire and apply their knowledge and 

understanding of biological concepts 

• develop their understanding of relevant 

applications of biology in society 

 

Higher Human Biology 
 

Entry requirements: 

A good pass at N5 (grade B or better).  

 

Course Overview 

The four units studied are as follows: 

 

Human Cells 

In this Unit, learners will develop knowledge 

and understanding through studying stem 

cells. The Unit covers the key areas of division 

and differentiation in human cells, structure 

and function of DNA, gene expression and the 

genome. Analytical thinking and problem 

solving skills will be developed in context, 

through various 

investigations. 

DNA technology is covered, including 

sequencing and medical and forensic 

applications.  

 

Physiology and Health 

In this Unit, learners will develop knowledge 

and understanding by focusing on the key 

areas of reproduction and the cardiovascular 

system. By studying these systems, learners 

will be able to develop their problem solving 

and analytical thinking skills.  

 

Neurobiology and Communication 

In this Unit, learners will develop knowledge 

and understanding through the key areas of 

the nervous system and communication and 

social behaviour. The approach is more on 

function than structure, and covers neural 

communication and the links between 

neurotransmitters and behaviour. This 

approach enables the development of both 

analytical thinking and problem solving skills in 

context.  

 

Immunology and Public Health 

In this Unit, learners will develop knowledge 

and understanding through the key areas of 

the immune system and infectious diseases 

and immunity. Analytical thinking and 

problem solving skills will be developed 

contextually within these topics. This Unit 

details the immune system’s role through 

allergic and defence responses. The Unit 

emphasises the control of infectious diseases 

and the principles of active immunisation and 

vaccination. 

 

Assessment 

External exam 

Externally Marked Assignment 

Biology 
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Course Description: 

The Course aims to enable students to 

develop: 

knowledge and understanding of the ways 

in which society relies on business to 

satisfy our needs 

an insight into the systems organisations 

use to ensure customers’ needs are 

met 

enterprising skills and attributes by 

providing them with opportunities to 

explore realistic business situations 

financial awareness through a business 

context 

an insight into how organisations organise 

their resources for maximum 

efficiency and improve their overall 

performance 

an awareness of how external influences 

impact on organisations 

 

The 3 units that students will cover:  

Understanding Business  

People and Finance  

Marketing and Operations 

Assessment 

Students will have an external final exam 

worth 70% as well as a Business Management 

Assignment worth 30% of their overall grade.  

Assessment of the 3 units will be carried out 

throughout the year through various activities 

such as in writing (multiple choice and exam 

type questions); demonstrated by students 

using their ICT skills; and by orally responding 

to question and answer sessions in class 

showing required competency in the 

outcomes and assessment standards for the 3 

units.  

Home Study Expectations: 

Homework will be research based or written 

and given as and when required to assess the 

student’s progression, improve understanding 

of work completed in class, and to provide 

breadth and challenge. 

 

Possible next level of study in S4-6  

Higher Business Management. 

 

Wider Achievement Opportunities 

The course presents a variety of opportunities 

for students to make their own decisions 

about their learning and how they present 

their work in class, develop their ability to 

work independently and as part of a team, 

have contact with outside real life businesses, 

as well as leadership opportunities. 

 

Possible career paths 

Marketing, insurance, accounting, law, 

manufacturing, importing/exporting, local 

government, civil service, procurement, 

clerical work, advertising, economics, banking, 

Business  

Management 
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National 5  
Entry requirements: 

A National 4 pass would allow entry into this 

course. Anyone looking to choose a particular 

Science subject for the first time, other subject 

qualifications will be taken into account.  

 

Course Overview: 

This course develops learners’ interest in, and 

enthusiasm for, chemistry through a variety of 

contexts relevant to chemistry’s impact on 

society.  From utilising nature’s resources to 

the development of new and novel 

applications, learners will appreciate how vital 

chemistry is to everyday life.  

 

Through studying this course, learners will: 

 

• develop their scientific thinking, 

experimental and investigative skills 

• develop an understanding of the role of 

chemistry in scientific issues 

• acquire and apply their knowledge and 

understanding of chemistry concepts 

• develop an understanding of how 

chemistry products are formed 

• develop their understanding of relevant 

applications of chemistry in society 

 

Higher  
Entry requirements: 

A good pass at N5. Learners choosing the 

subject for the first time would usually require 

the top grade in another Science subject at 

the levels mentioned above.  

 

Course Overview 

Details of the four units studied are as follows: 

 

Chemical Changes and Structure 

This Unit covers the knowledge and 

understanding of controlling reaction rates 

and periodic trends. Learners will investigate 

collision theory, the use of catalysts in 

reactions, explore the concept of electro-

negativity and molecular forces.  

 

Nature’s Chemistry 

This Unit covers the knowledge and 

understanding of organic chemistry within the 

context of the chemistry of food and the 

chemistry of everyday consumer products. 

The relationship between the structure of 

organic compounds, their physical and 

chemical properties and their uses are 

investigated. Key functional groups and types 

of organic reaction are covered.  

 

Chemistry in Society 

This Unit covers the principles of physical 

chemistry which allow a chemical process to 

be taken from the researcher's bench through 

to industrial production. Learners will 

calculate quantities of reagents and products, 

manipulate dynamic equilibria and predict 

enthalpy changes, investigate the ability of 

substances to act as oxidising or reducing 

agents and will use analytical chemistry to 

determine the purity of reagents and 

products. 

 

Researching Chemistry 

Learners will research the relevance of 

chemical theory to everyday life by exploring 

the chemistry behind a topical issue. Learners 

will develop the key skills associated with 

collecting and synthesising information from a 

number of different sources. They will plan 

and undertake a practical investigation related 

to a topical issue and 

communicate their 

results and conclusions.  

 

Assessment 

External exam 

Externally Marked 

Assignment 

Chemistry 
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Higher and National 5 

Both courses consist of the same four units 

and follow the same format. The Higher 

course builds on the knowledge learned at 

National level. 

 

Course Description: 

The four units that students will cover:  

Software design and development 

Candidates develop knowledge, 

understanding and practical problem-

solving skills in software design and 

development, through a range of practical 

and investigative tasks using appropriate 

software development environments. This 

develops their programming and 

computational-thinking skills by 

implementing practical solutions and 

explaining how these programs work. 

Tasks involve some complex features (in 

both familiar and new contexts), that 

require some interpretation by 

candidates. They are expected to analyse 

problems, and design, implement, test 

and evaluate their solutions. Extend and 

apply knowledge and understanding of 

advanced concepts and processes in 

Computing Science learned at National 5 

Level and higher level 

Computer systems 

Candidates develop an understanding of 

how data and instructions are stored in 

binary form and basic computer 

architecture. They gain an awareness of 

the environmental impact of the energy 

use of computing systems and security 

precautions that can be taken to protect 

computer systems 

Database design and development 

Candidates develop knowledge, 

understanding and practical problem-

solving skills in database design and 

development, through a range of practical 

and investigative tasks. This allows 

candidates to apply computational-

thinking skills to analyse, design, 

implement, test, and evaluate practical 

solutions, using a range of development 

tools such as SQL. Tasks involve some 

complex features (in both familiar and 

new contexts), that require some 

interpretation by candidates. 

Web design and development 

Candidates develop knowledge, 

understanding and practical problem-

solving skills in web design and 

development, through a range of practical 

and investigative tasks. This allows 

candidates to apply computational-

thinking skills to analyse, design, 

implement, test and evaluate practical 

solutions to web-based problems, using a 

range of development tools such as HTML, 

CSS and JavaScript. Tasks involve some 

complex features (in both familiar and 

new contexts), that require some 

interpretation by candidates. 

Course Assessment: 

Component One – Coursework Task 

(50marks) to be conducted under exam 

conditions during class time then externally 

marked by the SQA; and Component Two – 

Question Paper (110 marks) to be conducted 

during the normal exam diet.   

 

Possible career paths 

3D Modelling and animation, bioinformatics, 

business analysis, computer aided design, 

computer games programming, computer 

games testing, computer hardware 

engineering, cyber security, etc  

Computing Science 
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Design & Technology 

GRAPHIC  

COMMUNICATION 

Higher and National 5 
 

Entry Requirements: For Higher, pupils should 

have a pass at National 5 Graphic Communica-

tion. 

For National 5, pupils should have a pass at Na-

tional 4 Graphic Communication. 

Pupils with no Graphic Communication experi-

ence would be considered for entry into the 

course. Attainment and attitude towards learn-

ing in other subjects would be taken into consid-

eration.   

  

Content: 

SQA’s Graphic Communication qualifications de-

velop skills in graphic communication tech-

niques, including the use of equipment, graphics 

materials and software, and build challenging, 

coherent and enjoyable journeys for learners 

through all levels. Combining elements of recog-

nised professional standards for graphic commu-

nication with graphic design creativity and visual 

impact, the Courses also provide flexibility and 

choice in the use of manual and computer-aided 

graphics. 

 

On completing the Course, learners will have de-

veloped skills in 2D and 3D graphics, as well as 

pictorial graphics.  

 

Assessment:  To gain the award of the Course, 

the learner must pass all of the Units as well as 

the Course assessment. Course assessment will 

provide the basis for grading attainment in the 

Course award. 

 

2D Graphic Communication Unit:  This Unit 

helps learners to develop their creativity and 

presentation skills within a 2D graphic communi-

cation context. 

 

 

3D and Pictorial Graphic Communication Unit:  

This Unit helps learners to develop their creativ-

ity and presentation skills within a 3D and picto-

rial graphic communication context. 

 

Course Assessment:  

 

Component 1 — question paper  

For Higher:  The question paper will have 90 

marks (64% of the total mark). 

For National 5:  The question paper will have 80 

marks (67% of the total mark). 

 

Component 2 — assignment  

For Higher:  The assignment will have 50 marks 

(36% of the total mark). 

For National 5:  The assignment will have 40 

marks (33% of the total mark). 

  

Homework Demands:  At least once a week.   
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Design & Technology 

Practical  

Woodworking Skills 
National 4/5 
 

Entry Requirements:  Entry to this course is at 

the discretion of the Design & Technology De-

partment although a pass at National 4/5 Design 

& Manufacture would be advantageous. 

Pupils with no Practical Woodworking experi-

ence would be considered for entry into the 

course. Attainment and attitude towards learn-

ing in other subjects would be taken into consid-

eration.  Pupils in this situation should arrange 

to speak to Mr McDonald to discuss the matter. 

  

Content: 

SQA’s Practical Woodworking qualifications de-

velop practical woodworking skills, practical 

creativity and problem solving. Learners develop 

understanding of safe working practices in a 

workshop environment, and awareness of sus-

tainability issues in a practical woodworking con-

text. 

 

Assessment:  To gain the award of the Course, 

the learner must pass all of the Units as well as 

the Course assessment. Course assessment will 

provide the basis for grading attainment in the 

Course award. 

 

Practical Woodworking Unit: Flat-frame 

Construction  

This Unit helps learners develop skills in the use 

of woodworking tools and in making woodwork-

ing joints and assemblies commonly used in flat-

frame joinery. 

 

Practical Woodworking Unit: Carcase Construc-

tion 

This Unit helps learners develop skills in making 

woodworking joints and assemblies commonly 

used in carcase construction.  Tasks will involve 

some complex features and may include working 

with manufactured board or with frames and 

panels. 

 

Practical Woodworking Unit: Machining and 

Finishing 

This Unit is for learners to develop practical skills 

in using a range of common woodworking ma-

chine and power tools and in a variety of surface 

preparation and finishing techniques. 

 

Course Assessment:  

Component 1—question paper 

An external exam with 60 marks awarded (30% 

of final grade). 

Component  2— practical activity  

The purpose of the practical activity is to allow 

learners to demonstrate the application of skills 

and knowledge that they have developed during 

the Course to produce a finished product to a 

given standard in wood.  

The practical activity will comprise 70% of total 

marks. It should be carried out under workshop 

conditions. 
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Drama can be studied at National 5 or 

Higher level. The outline below is relevant to 

both levels. However, they differ in the way 

they are assessed. 

 

Content 

Drama is an academic course with great 

emphasis on written work and set play 

texts which are studied from the Actor/

Director’s point of view. 

 

Drama Course Outline (2 Units) 

Drama Skills – pupils will; explore and 

develop a variety of skills, learn 

how to respond to text and learn 

how to develop character in a 

range of ways. 

Production Skills – pupils will develop 

a range of production skills  (lights, 

sound, costume, props, make up, 

etc) and learn to apply these within 

a drama. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Pupils are required to pass both the units. 

The assessment involves 2 elements: 

 

• Performance (60%)Pupils must 

present and perform 1 scene (National 

5) or 2 scenes (Higher) from chosen 

texts. Pupils must perform in front of 

an audience and an SQA examiner. 

• Question Paper(40%) At Higher level, 

you need to write 2 essays. At National 

5 level, you will be asked to evaluate a 

drama you have taken part in and 

develop ideas for a drama based on a 

choice of stimuli. 

 

Entry Requirements 

National 5: A pass at National 4 Drama 

Higher: An A or B pass at National 5 

Drama. 

If Drama has not been previously studied, 

then attainment in other subjects will be 

taken into consideration. 

 

Homework Demands: 

Regular homework is a vital element of 

this course. Additionally, students are 

expected to use some of their own time to 

rehearse acting pieces with other group 

members e.g. at lunchtime and after 

school. 

 

Drama 
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In S5 and S6 we offer two different 

English courses: National 5 and Higher. 

 

Each course is made up of two main units of 

work: 

Analysis and Evaluation – A unit looking at 

the skills of Reading and Listening with a 

compulsory unit assessment for each 

element. 

 

Creation and Production – A unit looking 

at the skills of Writing and Talking with, 

again, a compulsory unit assessment for each 

element. 

 

Folio: At both National 5 and Higher level, 

there is also a Portfolio of Writing that 

contributes to 20% of the overall final grade.  

 

Higher 
. 

Entry requirements: National 5 pass at A or 

B. 

 

Higher also includes a final exam made up of 

two papers: 

Reading for Analysis, Evaluation and 

Summarising – a close reading paper where 

you will be tested on your ability to apply 

knowledge of language to two previously 

unseen texts. 

 

Critical Reading – This paper is in two 

sections: 

Scottish Text – You will complete a series of 

textual analysis questions on an extract from 

a previously studied Scottish text.  

Critical Essay – write a critical essay on a 

second text, under exam conditions, from a 

selection of unseen essay questions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National 5  
Entry requirements: National 4 pass 

 

National 5 also includes a final exam made up 

of two papers: 

 

Reading for Understanding, Analysis and 

Evaluation – a close reading paper where 

you will be tested on your ability to apply 

knowledge of language to a previously 

unseen text. 

 

Critical Reading – This paper is in two 

sections: 

Scottish Text – You will complete a series of 

textual analysis questions on an extract from 

a previously studied Scottish text.  

Critical Essay – write a critical essay on a 

second text, under exam conditions, from a 

selection of unseen essay questions. 

 

 

 

English & Media 
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Media 
 

Within the English department we also of-

fer a National 4 course in Media Studies. 

This course looks at developing learners’ 

understanding of media content and the 

role that it plays within society. 

 

The course is made up of two main units: 

 

Analysing Media Content – a unit that 

introduces and develops knowl-

edge of media literacy and the skills 

required to analyse different media 

texts. 

 

Creating Media Content – a unit that 

develops the planning and creating 

of media texts, as well as evaluat-

ing the success of the production 

process. 

 

In addition to the two main units, candidates 

will also complete an Added Value Unit. The 

purpose of the added value unit is to allow 

learners to combine and integrate the skills 

learned from the two core units and analyse, 

plan, create and evaluate media content on 

a chosen topic that develops their personal 

interests. 

 

There is no external exam for National 4 Me-

dia.  

 

Entry requirements:  

No specific entry requirements. 
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Higher 
Entry Requirements 

Pass in National 5 Geography and an equivalent 

pass in English. S6 students will be considered if 

they have a pass at Higher History or Modern 

Studies and Higher English. 

  

Content: 

The course has three units:  

 

Physical Environments  

 Topics include rocks and landscapes, river 

studies, soils and their vegetation and the 

study of global climate. 

 

 Human Environments 

 Topics include global populations, land use 

change and management in the countryside 

and the study of a Scottish and a developing 

world city. 

  

Global Issues 

 Two topics will be covered, the study of a 

major world river and how it is used and world 

development and health 

  

Homework Demands 

       There will be regular homework based on work         

covered in class.  This may be written work or   

       reading/revising notes or textbooks. 

 

Assessment  

The course award will consist of an external exam 

(worth 2/3 of the total marks) and an assignment 

(worth 1/3 of the total marks) and graded A-D. 

  

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National 5 
  

Entry Requirements: 

S5 Students should have a pass in National 4 

Geography or another Social Subject and an 

equivalent pass in English. S6 students should have 

a national 4 pass in History or Modern Studies and 

English. 

  

Content: 

The course has three units. 

  

Physical Environments 

 In this unit you will learn about how the 

earth’s different landscape such as coasts and 

mountains were shaped. You will find out 

what causes our changeable weather. 

 

Human Environments 

 In this unit you will discover how people use 

the Earth and its resources. You will learn why 

some parts of the world are so different from 

our own area and especially about developing 

countries. 

  

Global Issues 

       In this unit you will learn about natural 

hazards, global warming, renewable energy and 

sustainability of resources. All these issues are for 

your generation in the future. Learn about them 

now before it is too late. 

 

Homework Demands 

      There will be regular homework based on work 

covered in class.  This may be written work or 

reading/revising notes or textbooks. 

 

 Assessment  

      The course award will consist of an external 

exam (worth 2/3 of the total marks) and an 

assignment (worth 1/3 of the total marks) and 

graded A-D. 

  

For any further information regarding these 

courses please see Mrs Mackenzie, PT Humanities 

or Mr McKie. 

Geography 
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Higher  
Entry Requirements 

S5 Students: National 5 History and an equivalent 

pass in English. 

S6 Students: As above , or a pass in Higher 

Geography or Modern Studies and Higher English 

  

Content: The course has three units: 

 

 Scottish History 

The Wars of Independence 1286-1328 

This unit studies political change and military 

conflict arising from the Wars of Independence, 

illustrating the themes of authority, conflict and 

identity. The content of the course focuses on the 

succession crisis for the throne of Scotland and 

examines in detail the aims, ambitions and 

activities of Edward I of England, William Wallace 

and Robert Bruce. 

  

 British History 

The Atlantic Slave Trade 

This unit studies the development of the Atlantic 

Slave trade in the 18th century, the social and 

economic consequences of that trade and its 

abolition in 1807, illustrating the themes of 

ideology, rights and conflict. 

 

 European and World History  

 USA 1918 - 68 

 This unit studies the growing tensions in American 

society. It focuses on racial divisions, economic 

difficulties,     the growth of federal powers and the 

struggle for civil rights, illustrating the themes of 

ideology, identity and rights. 

   

Homework Demands:  There will be regular 

homework based on work covered in class. This 

may be written work or reading/revising notes or 

textbooks. 

  

 Assessment: The course award will consist of an 

external exam (worth 2/3 of the total marks) and 

an assignment (worth 1/3 of the total marks) and 

graded A-D. 

  

  

National 5 

Entry Requirements 

S5 students: National 4 History 

S6 students: National 4 pass in History, Modern 

Studies, Geography and English  

 

Content: The course has 3 units: 

 

Scottish History 

Wallace, Bruce and the Wars of Independence, 

1286 - 1328. A study of the attempt to rule 

Scotland by Edward; the rebellion of William 

Wallace; the struggle of Robert Bruce to regain 

independence. 

  

British History 

The Atlantic Slave Trade 1770-1807 A study of the 

British Atlantic slave trade and the pressures 

which led to its abolition - exploring rights, 

exploitation and culture. 

  

 European and World History 

 Free at last?  Race relations in the USA, 1918 - 

1968.  The struggle of the black people of the 

United States to gain civil rights, by both 

peaceful and violent methods.  

  

Homework Demands:  There will be regular 

homework based on work covered in class. This 

may be written work or reading/revising notes . 

  

 Assessment: The course award will consist of an 

external exam (worth 2/3 of the total marks) and 

an assignment (worth 1/3 of the total marks) and 

History 
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Health and Food 

Technology (Higher and N5) 
 

Health and Food technology Course focuses 

on Health, the influence of food, its nutritional 

properties and the dietary needs of 

individuals. It also focuses on the application 

of safe, hygienic and informed practices in 

food preparation. teacher.  

 

The course consists of three units: 

 

Food for Health  
The aim of this unit is to study the 

relationship between health, food and 

nutrition and to prepare food to meet 

dietary and health needs. 

 

Food Product Development 
In this unit pupils will study the functions 

of ingredients and the practical 

developments of food products, learn 

about sensory testing and gain a greater 

understanding of the process of 

developing a design brief. 

 

Contemporary Food Issues 
In this unit pupils study factors affecting 

consumer food choices e.g. additives, 

advertising, labelling, allotments, factory 

farming, organics, Fair Trade, food co-ops, 

seasonality, sustainability, GM, food 

The Course uses an experiential, practical 

and problem solving approach to learning 

and to develop knowledge and 

understanding and practical skills. The 

Course uses real-life situations taking 

account of local, cultural and media 

influences and technological innovations. 

 

Course assessment  
 

There are two components to this course: 

• N5 Component 1 question paper - 1 hour 

and 50 minutes (60 marks) 

• Higher Component 1 question paper—2 

hours (60 marks) 

• Component 2 Assignment (60 marks) 

 

 

Is this course for me? 

 

This course is NOT fully practical based, if you 

have an interest in diet, health, food, sport/

exercise and consumer issues this is the 

course for you. In addition, if you have a 

career in mind linking to nursing, sport, 

dietetics, nutritionist, Home Economics 

teacher or Primary School teacher., this is the 

course for you. 

Home  
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National 5 Hospitality –

Practical Cookery 

 
Overview 

 

This course aims to further develop your life 

skills and enhance your personal effectiveness in 

terms of cookery and to provide a set of skills for 

those who wish to progress to further study in 

the hospitality context. 

 

 

Is this course for me? 

 

This course is practical based, if you have an interest 

cooking, diet, and hospitality industry management 

then this is the course for you. In addition, if you 

have a career in mind linking to becoming a chef, 

running a restaurant or a career within the food in-

dustry then this course is perfect for you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is covered in the course? 

 

Within the N5 HFT course you will cover three units:  

 

Unit 1 = Cookery Skills, Techniques and Processes 

Unit 2 = Understanding and using ingredients 

Unit 3 = Organisational skills for cooking. 

 

 

 

 

How is it assessed? 

 
 

There are three components to this course: 

Component 1 question paper - 1 hour (30 

marks) 

Component 2 Assignment (18 marks) 

Component 3 practical activity (82 marks) 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 24 

Studying Mathematics will improve your 

reasoning, analytical and problem solving 

skills. The skills you learn in this course are 

useful in many careers involving engineering, 

medicine, technology, business and physical 

sciences. Homework forms a fundamental 

part of all Mathematics courses and will be 

issued daily. 

 

National 4 
Three compulsory units, plus an added value 

unit  

  

Expressions and Formulae Unit: 

•  use mathematical operational skills linked 

to expressions and formulae covering 

aspects of algebra, geometry, statistics 

and reasoning. 

Relationships Unit: 

• solve equations, understand graphs and 

work with trigonometric ratios 

• cover aspects of algebra, geometry, 

trigonometry, statistics and reasoning. 

Numeracy Unit: 

• use numerical skills to solve 

straightforward real life problems  

• interpret graphical data and situations 

involving probability to solve  real life 

problems . 

The Added Value Unit : You will be given a 

Mathematical Assessment consisting of two 

separate papers; one  non-calculator paper 

and the other a calculator paper. 

You must pass all units plus the added value 

unit to gain the course qualification. 

 

National 5 
Entry requirement: National 4 Maths 

 

Expressions and Formulae Unit: 

•  develop skills linked to mathematical 

expressions and formulae. 

•  learn aspects of number, algebra, 

geometry and reasoning. 

Relationships Unit : 

• develop skills linked to mathematical 

relationships  

• learn aspects of algebra, geometry, 

trigonometry and reasoning. 

Applications Unit you will: 

• develop skills linked to applications of 

mathematics, including trigonometry, 

geometry, number processes and statistics 

within real life contexts 

• learn aspects of trigonometry, geometry, 

number processes, statistics and 

reasoning. 

 

Higher  
Entry requirement:National 5 Maths 

 

This course contains more advanced 

mathematical techniques such as algebra, 

trigonometry and calculus. You may progress 

to the Higher course having achieved National 

5 at Grade A or B. 

The units are: 

Expressions and Functions, Relationships and 

Calculus and thirdly, Applications 

The course emphasises skills development and 

the application of skills in 

the following areas: 

• Vectors, functions, algebra and 

trigonometry 

• Calculus, mathematic reasoning and 

modelling 

• Geometric applications and sequences 

 

The course is assessed by an external exam set 

by the SQA. 

Mathematics 
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Mathematics      
Applications of Mathematics 
 

An alternative route to Mathematics qualifica-

tions is through the Applications of Mathemat-

ics course. This can now be studied up to 

Higher level and provides learners with a practi-

cal Mathematics skillset, offering a pathway to 

employment, training and college courses.  

 

National 5 

 

Entry requirements: National 4 Mathematics or 

National 4 Applications of Mathematics 

 

This course enables learners to apply mathe-

matical ideas and strategies to managing fi-

nance, statistics, geometry and measurement 

in real-life contexts. 

The three units are: 

 

• Finance and Statistics 

• Geometry and Measure 

• Numeracy 

 

The course is assessed through an external ex-

amination, set by the SQA. 

 

 

Higher Applications of  

Mathematics  
 

Entry requirements: An A or B pass in National 

5 Applications of Mathematics or National 5 

Mathematics  

 

The Higher Applications of Mathematics course 

is a new offer from the Mathematics depart-

ment for session 2021/22 which builds upon 

and develops a range of relevant, transferable 

skills which candidates can apply to the study of 

other subjects, in the workplace and in their 

daily lives. These include:  

Financial Literacy: understanding and applying 

effective financial management skills in real life 

situations including budgeting and financial 

planning.  

 

Mathematical Reasoning: Simplifying and solv-

ing problems by critically evaluating mathe-

matical and statistical information. Through 

critical and logical thinking, learners will be able 

to  

generalise, assess risk, build arguments, draw 

logical conclusions and make informed deci-

sions.  

 

Mathematical modelling – Using digital tech-

nology to manipulate statistical and financial 

information and develop models to display and 

study the information. 

 

Assessment: 

The course is assessed through an external ex-

amination, set by the SQA and a statistical pro-

ject completed at some stage in the year. 

  

Exam –   80 Marks 

Statistical project – 30 Marks 
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Courses : In the senior school you can 

continue your studies of French or Spanish to 

Higher level and you can also select National 4 

German. 

 

                           

                      

Higher French/Higher Spanish 
  

Entry requirements 

National 5 award at A or B pass.                        
 

Content   

In the Higher course the topics studied are as 

follows; 

• Lifestyles – family, friends, leisure, healthy 

living 

• Education and Work – school and your 

future plans 

• The Wider World – holidays, travel and 

tourism. 

 

Homework demands 
Success at Higher level will depend upon the 

willingness of pupils to complete a variety of 

homework tasks on a weekly basis, to learn 

vocabulary on a regular basis and to prepare 

thoroughly for assessments, in particular 

talking and writing assessments. 

 

National 4 German 

 
Entry Requirements 

As this is a beginners’ course, there is no entry 

requirement, although previous study of 

French or Spanish is helpful. 

 

Content  

Topics studied at National 4 level include; 

� Self and family 

� Food and drink 

� Sport and leisure 

Spanish culture and traditions 

 

Homework demands 

As this is a beginners’ course, pupils will be 

expected to learn vocabulary on a regular 

basis and prepare thoroughly for all 

assessments. Homework will be issued 

regularly. 

Modern  

Languages 
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National 5 and Higher Course 

Content 

The course is divided into three units dealing with 

Political, Social and International Issues.  The study 

themes to be followed are The Government of 

Scotland; The Electoral System; Voting and Political 

Attitudes; Wealth and Health Inequalities in UK ; 

Ethnic Minorities in the USA and Global Security. 

 

Skills developed include: 

• handling and analysing complex data 

• adopting a structured approach to the study of 

contemporary issues and problems 

• constructing and sustaining lines of argument  

• evaluating evidence, detecting bias and 

presenting conclusions in a balanced and 

structured way 

• participating in debate and discussion, 

fostering attitudes of open-mindedness and 

tolerance  

 

Modern Studies also contributes to personal and 

social development.  In particular, the course 

addresses the area of rights and responsibilities.   

 

 

 

 

Higher   

Entry Requirements: 

S5 Students: National 5 Modern Studies and an 

equivalent pass in English. 

S6 Students – National 5 pass in Modern Studies, a 

Higher pass in another social subject (Geography/

History) and a Higher pass in English. 

 

.Homework Demands:  Regular homework is an 

essential component of the course. The topical 

nature of the subject also demands a specific kind 

of work at home e.g.  the practice of good reading 

and viewing habits in order to keep abreast of 

current affairs. 

 

 Assessment: The course award will consist of an 

external exam (worth 2/3 of the total marks) and 

an assignment (worth 1/3 of the total marks) and 

graded A-D. 

 

 

National 5 
Entry Requirements:  S5 students: - National 4 

Modern Studies and an equivalent pass in English  

S6 students – a National 4 pass in another social 

subject (Geography/History) and in English. 

 

Homework Demands:  Regular homework is an 

essential component of the course.  It is also 

essential for students to keep abreast of current 

affairs by reading quality newspapers and watching 

topical news programmes on television. 

 

Assessment: The course award will consist of an 

external exam (worth 2/3 of the total marks) and 

an assignment (worth 1/3 of the total marks) and 

Modern Studies 
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Music can be studied at the following 

levels National 5, Higher and Advanced 

Higher. 

 

Music with Performing 

Course Outline 
 

• Performing Skills – prepare and 

perform a programme of music on two 

selected instruments  

• Understanding Music – pupils must 

demonstrate knowledge of a number 

of musical concepts through a variety 

of listening tasks. Advanced Higher 

candidates will also analyse musical 

works and demonstrate a detailed 

understanding of the music. 

• Composing skills – prepare one folio 

piece which will be submitted to the 

SQA. 

 

Pupils can also opt to take one or more 

individual units from the list above. 

 

Assessment 

The course assessment involves: 

 

• Performance (50%) Pupils are required 

to perform on 2 instruments for a total 

of 8 minutes (National 5), 12 minutes 

(Higher) or 18-20 minutes (Advanced 

Higher). Pupils will be assessed by a 

visiting SQA examiner. 

• Question Paper (35%) Pupils will 

demonstrate their understanding of 

musical concepts in a question paper 

based on a variety of musical styles. 

• Composition (15%) Pupils will 

compose and record one piece of 

music in any style along with a review. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Entry Requirements: 

National 5 - Pass at National 4 

Higher – Normally an ‘A’ or ‘B’ pass at 

National 5 

Advanced Higher – Normally ‘A’ or ‘B’ 

pass at Higher 

 

Homework Demands: 

Playing 2 instruments requires daily 

practice in school and at home. 

There will also be regular revision of 

listening and theory/literacy work.  

Music 
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National 5 Course Outline: 

Unit 1: Music Technology in Context and 

Music Technology Skills 

Pupils will create two projects to help develop 

their skills and understanding of recording 

equipment and technology. 

• Documentary/TV Advert: Pupils will be 

required to create a documentary or 

advert on their chosen theme. They will 

initially create a slideshow of pictures and 

videos using iMovie which they will then 

import into Logic Pro X. Here they will add 

music and a voiceover to their slideshow 

to complete the project. 

• Film Foley: Pupils will create sound effects 

and music to match a short animated clip. 

They will use Logic Pro X for this project. 

This will allow the pupils to be creative 

and think outside the box as to how to 

create their desired sounds. 

 

Unit 2: Understanding 20th and 21st 

Century Music 

Pupils must demonstrate a knowledge of a 

number of musical and technological 

concepts through a variety of listening 

activities. 

 

Assessment: 

Pupils must show ability and understanding of 

the units detailed above. The assessment has 

2 elements: 

• Assignment (70%): This consists of  two 

tasks, developed over an extensive time-

period. This is marked externally by the 

SQA. 

• Question Paper (30%): A listening paper 

lasting 45 minutes will test candidates’ 

knowledge of music and technology 

concepts in a range of modern styles and 

genres. 

 

Music Technology 
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Higher Physical Education 
 

Overview:. 
By choosing Higher Physical Education in S5/6, you 

will have the opportunity to develop and enhance 

your movement and performance skills. You will 

develop knowledge and understanding and apply 

this to the analysis and evaluation of performance 

in a wide range of physical activities. You will 

develop your critical thinking skills through 

planning, problem solving and analysing 

performance. You will perform practically in a 

range of contexts and develop the ability to reflect 

on your own performances and those of others.  

 

Course content: 

This course is not simply a practical course. It is 

50% practical and 50% theory. You will have 6 

periods of PE each week and at least 2 of these will 

be based in a classroom. At some points in the year 

this may increase. This also applies to your final 

grade. 50% will come from practical performance 

and 50% will come from a portfolio. 

 

Mandatory Units: 
 

• Performance Skills 

 

• Factors Impacting on Performance 

 

NB Extensive written work is an integral part of the 

course. 

 

Course Assessment 

2 single performances in 2 different activities (50%) 

and a 2 and a half  hour exam (50%) 

National 5 

 
Overview: 
By choosing National 5 Physical Education in S5/6, 

you will be given the opportunity to develop the 

skills, knowledge and understanding required to 

perform effectively in a range of physical activities 

and enhance your physical wellbeing. You will work 

both independently and co-operatively to develop 

thinking and interpersonal skills. This makes 

physical education an ideal platform for you to 

develop your confidence, resilience, responsibility 

and the ability to work with others. You will be 

able to develop an understanding of the benefits of 

participation in physical activities on your own 

mental, emotional, social, and physical wellbeing.  

 

Mandatory Units: 

 
• Performance Skills 

• Factors Impacting on Performance 

Course Assessment 

The learner will be working towards 2 single 

performances in 2 different activities 

(50%) and a written portfolio (50%). 

Physical  

Education 
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Higher Level 
 

Entry requirements: 

A good pass at N5 (normally A or B). Learners 

choosing the subject for the first time would 

usually require the top grade in another 

Science subject.  

 

Course Overview 

Learners will develop skills of scientific inquiry, 

investigation and analytical thinking, along 

with knowledge and understanding whilst 

studying the following four Units: 

 

Our Dynamic Universe 

This unit covers the key areas of kinematics, 

dynamics and space-time (including Big Bang 

Theory).  

 

Particles and Waves 

This unit covers the key areas of the standard 

model of fundamental particles, forces on 

charged particles, nuclear reactions and wave-

particle duality. 

 

Electricity 

This unit covers the key areas of electricity, 

and electrical storage and transfer. 

 

Researching Physics 

Learners will collect and synthesize 

information from different sources, plan and 

undertake a practical investigation, analyse 

results and communicate information related 

to their findings. They will also consider any 

applications of the physics involved and 

implications for society/ the environment. 

 

National 5 Level 
 

Entry requirements: 

A National 4 pass, a Standard Grade ‘3’ or an 

‘A’ or ‘B’ at Intermediate 1 would allow entry 

into these courses. For learners looking to 

choose a particular Science subject for the 

first time, other subject qualifications will be 

taken into account. 

 

Course Overview 

This course gives learners an insight into the 

underlying workings of our world and its place 

in the universe. From the sources of the 

power we use, to the exploration of space, it 

covers a range of applications that have been 

discovered through experiment and 

calculation – including those used in modern 

technology. Through studying this course, 

learners will: 

 

• develop their scientific thinking, 

experimental and investigative skills 

• develop an understanding of the role of 

physics in scientific issues 

• acquire and apply their knowledge and 

understanding of concepts in physics 

• develop their problem solving skills in a 

physics context 

Physics 
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Higher 
 

Entry Requirements: 

 S5 Students. For those students who have Religious 

Studies at National 5 level, grade A or B is required. 

For all other students any Social Subject or English at 

A or B is required. 

  

S6 Students: As above or a Higher in a Social Science 

or English 

  

Content: 
The course has three units 

  

 World Religion 

 This unit involves a detailed study of how the human  

condition, the goals of existence and the means of  

achieving these goals as understood in one religious 

tradition. 

 

Belief and Morality 
This unit investigates viewpoints on contemporary 

moral issues which are guided by religious belief and 

also those which are secular. 

 

Christianity: Belief and Science 
This unit involves the study of a variety of contempo-

rary relationships between Christian belief and scien-

tific theory. 

  

Homework Demands: As with all other Higher 

Courses this will be regular and will vary in approach. 

 

 Assessment: Each unit will be assessed on a pass 

or fail basis. The course award will consist of an exter-

nal exam (worth 2/3 of the total marks) and an as-

signment (worth 1/3 of the total marks) and graded A

-D. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National 5 
 

Entry Requirements: 

S5 Students. A pass at National 4 

 S6 Students: National 4  pass in a Social Science or 

English 

  

Content: 
The course has three units 

  

World Religion 
In this unit the skills developed can be used to investi-

gate any religious or philosophical perspective on 

the human condition, the goals of existence and 

the means of achieving these goals 

. 

Morality in the Modern World 
One specific moral issue is investigated and view-

points, guided by or independent of religious 

belief are discussed. 

 

Christianity: Belief and Science 
In this unit candidates develop the knowledge and 

skills necessary to understand some contempo-

rary  

relationships between Christian belief and scien-

tific theory. These relationships are explored by 

investigating the nature of Christian revelation 

and scientific enquiry into the existence of the 

world and life upon it.  

  

Homework Demands: As with all other studies at 

this level. 

  

Religious Education 
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The Scottish Studies Award provides opportuni-

ties for learners to develop their knowledge and 

understanding of Scotland—its people, lan-

guages (such as Scots and Gaelic), society, cul-

ture natural environment and heritage. It also 

allows an opportunity to make connections be-

tween different subjects within the curriculum. 

Learners will make these connections across 3 

subject areas within a Scottish context. 

 

Levels: 

The Scottish Studies Award is available at SCQF 

levels 2—6. Level 6 is equivalent to an award at 

Higher. The award is designed to be  as flexible 

as possible, providing scope for personalisation 

and choice. 

 

The Scottish Studies Award may be of particular 

interest to those pupils who wish to broaden 

their understanding of the society in which they 

live and their own sense of identity. It will also 

investigate Scotland’s place in the wider world. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Award Structure 

 

Learners must complete four units: 

 

• Scotland in Focus (compulsory unit) 

 

Learners will also complete three units taken 

from at least 2 of the following groups: 

 

1. Language and Literature 

2. Society and Environment 

3. Arts and Culture 

4. Business, Industry and Employment 

 

 

Assessment: 

 

All assessment will be completed internally, with 

evidence gathered by the teachers delivering the 

units. 

Scottish Studies 
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Travel and  

Tourism 

 

The specific aims of the Course are to:  
 

• Prepare learners for work in the travel and 

tourism industry  

• Develop customer care skills  

• Understanding the importance of personal 

presentation  

• Develop Skills to become effective job-seekers 

and employees in the Travel and Tourism In-

dustry.  

• Develop a positive and responsible attitude to 

work and an understanding of the workplace  

• Develop communication skills  

• Develop detailed product knowledge and skills 

to deal effectively with customer 

enquiries  

• Develop skills in reviewing and 

evaluating and planning for the fu-

ture  

• Prepare candidates for further 

learning, study and training oppor-

tunities in the Travel and Tourism 

industry  

 

 

 

 

 

The four units are: 

 
1.Travel and Tourism: Employability  

 

2.Travel and Tourism: Customer Service 

 

3.Travel and Tourism: Scotland  

 

4.Travel and Tourism: UK and Worldwide 

Unit Assessment: 
 

All Units are internally assessed against the require-

ments shown in the Unit Specification.  

They can be assessed on a Unit-by-Unit basis or by 

combined assessment.  

They will be assessed on a pass/fail basis within cen-

tres. SQA will provide rigorous external quality as-

surance, including external verification, to ensure 

assessment to ensure assessment judgments are 

consistent and meet national standards. 

All unit assessments must be passed in order to gain 

an overall award in this subject. 
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Peer Education  

(SQA Youth Achievement Award) 
 

There are no formal entry requirements. 

 

Peer Education enables senior pupils to participate in 

the planning and delivery of the Peer Support 

Programme providing a range of out of school hours 

learning opportunities for younger pupils within the 

school and in our Partnership Primaries.  Projects 

include Summer/Easter Schools, Lunch Clubs, Paired 

Reading and Citizenship. 

 

The course is highly participative with coursework 

covering the following areas: 

• What is Peer Education? What are the 

advantages and difficulties associated with peer 

education? What, and how, do people learn 

outside the classroom? 

• Working and Learning in a Group - the benefits 

of working with others. 

 

• How to Prepare and Lead a Groupwork Session - 

time management, planning and preparing 

materials, leading and evaluating groupwork. 

• Delivering a Groupwork Session as a Peer 

Educator.  

 

Students will be assessed on both written and 

practical elements of this course. 

 

Students who opt to participate in this course are 

expected to be committed to one or more of the 

peer support activities on offer, giving up lunch time 

or time after school.  

 

 

 

 

Volunteering 

 
This is an option for pupils who wish to gain 

extended work experience in a particular 

discipline. It is particularly encouraged for 

senior pupils looking to go into teaching as a 

profession. A volunteering placement can be 

sought out with the agreement of the 

employer and the school and will generally 

take place instead of one column. It is 

recommended only for S6 pupils and will 

achieve a Saltire Award for pupils who 

complete a logbook detailing hours worked 

and skills gained. 
 

Other        

Courses 
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Leadership (PE) 
Content: 

 
The Leadership course, although practically 

based, is not intended to develop personal 

performance but instead gives you the skills 

and qualities required to be a leader and 

sports coach. The skills developed in this 

course include: 

 

• communication and team work  

• the importance of safety when coaching 

• the impact of sport in the community  

• organising and running sporting events. 

 

Through the course you will be given oppor-

tunities to coach and work with young peo-

ple in the school and also in the local com-

munity. This will be done through atten-

dance at festivals and primary school place-

ments. You will also have the opportunity to 

gain other qualifications through input from 

Active Schools such as Rugby Ready and 

TOPS.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Course Requirements and  

Rewards 
 

Candidates should be willing to speak in 

front of others, have a mature and responsi-

ble attitude and be willing take responsibil-

ity for their own learning. The course offers 

candidates the chance to develop their so-

cial skills, to get involved in volunteer work 

and to learn the practical skills required for 

coaching sports. These skills are hugely 

beneficial when applying for college courses 

or employment. Certificates are awarded at 

SCQF levels 5 and 6. 

 

N.B. Although there are 2 versions of the 

Leadership course, they are the same quali-

fication. Pupils interested in this course 

must pick one or the other. 
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Leadership 
This award is designed to enhance your knowledge of 

leadership styles, skills and qualities by finding out 

about different leaders. You will be able to compare 

different styles of leadership and consider their ef-

fectiveness. The knowledge you will gain will help 

you to reflect on your own skills, qualities and experi-

ence in relation to leadership. The award is also de-

signed to allow you to develop your potential for 

leadership by giving you the opportunity to take a 

leading role in an activity. 

 

Recommended Entry Level 
 

• S5/S6 pupils who wish to improve their leader-

ship skills 

• trainees preparing for employment 

individuals involved in voluntary activities 

 

 

-Course Content: 
 

Leadership: An Introduction  (SCQF 

level 6) 20 hours 

Leadership in Practice  (SCQF level 6) 

40 hours 
 

In the Unit Leadership: An Introduction you will be 

able to think about your potential for taking on a 

leadership role. You will gather information about 

leadership principles, styles, skills and qualities used 

both in the past and at present. Examples may be 

drawn from well known historical events, current 

political or other high profile individuals in the media 

or from your local community. These different exam-

ples may help inform your views about what makes 

an effective leader. You will think about your own 

qualities, skills and experience in relation to leader-

ship. This reflection on your own leadership potential 

may help you to think about styles of leadership you 

may wish to adopt in leadership roles. 

  

In the Unit Leadership in Practice you will be able to 

further develop your potential for leadership. You 

will be given the opportunity to lead the planning for 

an activity. This activity may be a stand-alone activity 

or it may be part of a bigger project. You will lead 

others to carry out the plan. On completion of the 

activity you will have time to reflect on its success 

and consider carefully the contribution you made to 

this. You will also reflect on what you have learned 

about yourself as leader. 

  

Throughout each of the above Units you will be ex-

pected to work largely without guidance from your 

tutor but you may use your tutor as a sounding board 

for ideas you may have. 

To complete the Award successfully you must show 

that you have thought about and completed a num-

ber of steps that will enable you to develop both 

your knowledge of and abilities in leadership. As a 

result of completing this Award you will be better 

prepared for undertaking a leadership role, whether 

this is in the workplace, education or within the vol-

untary sector. 

  

You will do this by completing assessment activities 

which could include 

  

• researching the principles skills, styles, qualities 

of leadership and the effectiveness of different 

leaders 

• producing a report based on your research 

• evaluating your own potential for leadership 

• leading the planning and carrying out of an activ-

ity role play 

• i.e. yearbook, bake sale, charity football match. 

• drawing conclusions about your own effective-

ness as a leader 
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Vocational Courses 
A number of vocational courses are  offered in 

partnership with New College Lanarkshire and 

other agencies. There are no formal entry re-

quirements for these courses. They all offer 

practical skills relevant to the workplace. 

 

Child Care 
 

This course is delivered by lecturers from New 

College Lanarkshire and focuses on the practi-

cal skills required for careers in the child-care 

sector. Qualifications are awarded at SCQF 

Level 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction 
 

This course is delivered by lecturers from New 

College Lanarkshire and focuses on the practi-

cal skills required for careers in the construc-

tion industry. Qualifications are awarded at 

SCQF Level 4. 

 

Hairdressing 
 

This course is delivered by lecturers from New 

College Lanarkshire and focuses on the practi-

cal skills required for careers in the Hairdress-

ing industry. Qualifications are awarded at 

SCQF Level 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

Foundation Apprenticeships 

 
Foundation Apprenticeships are now available 

in a variety of disciplines, in partnership with 

local schools and New College Lanarkshire. If 

you are choosing one in S5, you are commit-

ting yourself to a 2 year course. The first year 

concentrates on class-based theory, whereas 

year two is focused on workplace-based ex-

perience. S6 pupils choosing a Foundation 

Apprenticeship complete it over 2 columns to 

overtake both the work experience and the 

class-based units in one year. 

 

FA courses offered in 2020: 

 

• Accountancy 

• Business Skills 

• Civil Engineering 

• Creative Digital Media 

• Engineering 

• Financial Services 

• Food and Drink Technologies 

• IT Hardware and Support Systems 

• Scientific Technologies 

• Social Services Children and Young People 

• Software Development 

• Social Services Health Care 
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