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Dear	Parent,	

Welcome	to	
the	2015	
Christmas	
Edition	of	our	
newsletter.		 I	
hope	you	find	
the	
information	in	
this	
newsletter	
helpful.	With	
your	assistance,	it	should	help	us	make	a	smooth	transition	to	our	
new	school	building!	

Well	it’s	official!		We	will	move	into	our	new	school	building	on	
Thursday	January	the	28th	2016.		Work	will	then	begin	on	the	
demolition	of	the	old	school	building	to	make	way	for	our	new	
sports	facility.		The	whole	project	should	be	completed	by	

Continued on page 2 

ü Wisdom,	justice,	compassion	and	integrity	are	the	core	values	that	lie	
at	the	heart	of	our	school	community.		

ü We	will	promote	these	values	in	every	aspect	of	school	life.		
ü We	are	committed	to	developing	all	members	of	our	school	

community	as	successful	learners,	confident	individuals,	
responsible	citizens	and	effective	contributors.	
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Moving Home! 

New term Arrangements 

Pupils return on Wednesday 06th January 
2016 at 8.50 am. 

Pupils leave the old building for the last time 
on Friday January 22nd 2016 

Pupils will start in the new Clyde Valley 
Campus on Thursday the 28th January 2016 at 
8.50am 
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next	May.	We	are	determined	to	make	the	
transition	as	smooth	as	possible	for	all	concerned.		
To	this	end	Deputy	head	teacher	Mr	Colin	Glover	
will	be	overseeing	the	transition	to	the	new	school.	
	
Important	dates	for	your	diary.	
	
Pupils	will	finish	in	the	old	Clyde	Valley	High	
School	building	on	Friday	the	22nd	of	January	2016.	
Although	Clyde	Valley	High	school	staff	will	start	in	
the	new	school	building	on	Monday	the	25th	
January,	pupils	will	not	start	in	the	new	school	
building	until	Thursday	the	28th	of	January	2016.	
Pupils	will	therefore	not	attend	school	on	Monday	
the	25th,	Tuesday	the	26th	and	Wednesday	the	27th	
of	January.	
The	three	pupil	free	days	are	needed	to	allow	the	
removal	and	unpacking	of		resources.		I	am	sure	
you	will	realise	that	this	will	be	a	monumental	task	
for	staff	to	undertake	and	would	be	impossible	
without	the	above	“pupil	free	days”.	
	
Youngsters benefit from work 
experience and apprenticeships at 
new Clyde Valley Campus	
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Pupils from Clyde Valley High School are learning new 
skills and helping construct a new school as part of a 
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pioneering work-experience programme. 
Twenty pupils have so far benefited from 
work experience at the multi-million 
pound school campus . 
Morrison Construction has offered four 
Clyde Valley students a one year pre-
apprenticeship course at New College 
Lanarkshire. 
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1

Uniform 

A huge thank you to all our parents for 
supporting our new school uniform 
policy.  I am delighted to say we have 
almost 100% compliance with our new 
uniform guidelines. 
 
Our new uniform policy is: 
Dark Blue Blazer (compulsory).  No 
denim jackets or tracksuit tops. All 
outdoor jackets, with the exception of the 
blazers should be removed in school and 
placed in 
lockers. 
 
Black trousers 
for boys and 
black 
skirt/trousers 
for girls.  
Shorts, 
denims, black 
jeans or 
leggings should 
not be worn.  
Skirts have to 
be of an appropriate length (the rule 
agreed is that if a girl stands up straight 
with her hands by her side, her finger tips 
should be above the hem of the skirt – 
otherwise it is too short). 
 
White school shirt (which buttons to the 
neck) and a school tie. (Polo shirts and 
sweat shirts are no longer acceptable).  
Ties may be purchased at any time from 
the school office. 
 
Appropriate plain black footwear 

2

preferably shoes, or black trainers, only.  
A plain black top or jumper may also be 
worn in colder weather.  All outdoor 
clothing must be removed in school 
(with the exception of the blazer) 
Lockers will be available in the new 
building.  
Modeling our new uniform we have this 
years school captains! 

The school is delighted to confirm the 
appointment of this year’s Captains and 
House Captains. Holly MacDonald, 

Claire 
Megahy, Zac 
Reid and 
Leah Grant 
are the new 
Captains. 
Leading 
Curran 
House will be 
Amy 
Thomson, 
Fiona 
Lannigan, 
Jack Reid 

and Aaron McArthur. Louise Arthur, 
Niamh Speirs, Brook Morley and Ross 
Wilson will lead Houldsworth.  
Clyde Valley’s Captains play a key role 
in the life of the school. They represent 
the pupil voice in discussions with staff 
and, very importantly, are given the 
responsibility of organising a range of 
events and activities throughout the 
session. The House Captains always 
enthusiastically organise and support 
many of the events in the Inter House 
Championship as they battle out for the 
overall trophy. 
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First year pupils celebrated St Andrew’s Day 
in style this year by taking part in an 
afternoon festival that celebrated all things 
Scottish! The Celebration of Scotland event 
was the culmination of months of hard work 
by first year who have been working on the 
theme of ‘Scotland, my country, my culture 
and my heritage’ across all subject 
departments. Pupils have carried out 
historical research, written reports 
on the economy and 
geography of our 
country, produced 
colourful art 
work, learned 
poems and 
songs, baked 
and cooked 
some famous 
Scottish dishes 
and brushed up 
on their Strictly 
Scottish Dancing 
skills! 
While much of the work is 
now on display in the Library in a special 
exhibition, the afternoon of celebrations was 
very much an active way of celebrating 
Scotland. Sometimes in House groups, but 
often as an entire year group, pupils 
devoured Irn Bru and shortbread, listened to 
Scottish poetry, belted out resounding 
versions of ‘Flower of Scotland’ and other 
well-known songs and energetically danced 
the ‘Gay Gordons’ and the ‘Dashing White 
Sergeant’. Staff and pupils gathered in the 
Games Barn for the final activity, the 
traditional singing of ‘Auld Lang Syne’. 

Clyde Valley HS has been recognised with 
a prestigious national award for innovation 
and achievement in delivering physical 
education and extra-curricular sport.  

The sportscotland Gold School Sport 
Award was presented to staff and pupils at 
the school last week. 

The School Sport Award is a national 
initiative that is designed to 

encourage schools 
to continuously 

improve the 
quality and 

quantity of 
physical 
education 
and school 
sport 

opportunities. 
They also 

encourage the sporting 
links between schools and the 

communities around them.  

Stewart Harris, Chief Executive of 
sportscotland said: 

“I would like to 
congratulate all of the 
staff and pupils at Clyde 
Valley HS for putting 
quality physical education 
and school sport at the heart of the school. 
They should be proud of this fantastic 
achievement.”  

 

Excellence in Physical Education S1 Celebration of Scotland 



 

 
5 

Christmas 2015 Clyde Valley High School 

The first uplift of books for ‘Comfort Rwanda’ took place last month. As staff 
start to clear out and pack up for the move to the new CVHS Campus, Miss 
Anushi Pathmanathan, of the Science Department, sent out an SOS to staff 
and she was overwhelmed by the response. More books will be collected in the 
coming weeks as will some Technical equipment which will be put to good use 
in running clubs with the street kids of Rwanda. Miss Pathmanathan, wished to 
express her sincere thanks to Margaret Paterson, of Tunnocks in Uddingston, 
for supplying and delivering boxes for this purpose as well as the generous 
donation of cakes for the staff. 

Festive Cheer 

There was a real festive feel around 
the school last week as pupils from 
all year groups enjoyed the annual 
Christmas disco. Members of the 
sixth year transformed the dining 
room and house block into a bright 
and colourful venue, with decorations 
draped to produce a wonderful 
atmosphere. Even the staff members in 
attendance joined in as they proudly wore 
their Christmas jumpers. Everyone had a 
great night as they danced to popular 
Christmas classics. 

Comfort Rwanda 

The Fair Trade committee held their annual 

‘Sponge the teacher’ event last month. They 
recruited the services of several members of staff to 
be placed ‘in the stocks, in the playground, then to 
face the pupil mob who were paying for the 

privilege of throwing wet sponges at their staff favourites! Few of the staff 
‘victims’ enjoyed their multiple soaking, but pupils had a terrific time! More 
importantly, the lunchtime fiasco raised over £100 for the Fair Trade cause. 
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The school held an Open Evening last month to mark the imminent closure of the current 

school building. The event gave people the opportunity to have one final look around the 

building to remember their time as part of the Clyde Valley community, or prior to that, 

the Garrion Academy community. Head teacher, Mr Nick Quail gave two short 

presentations in the school theatre to give a brief history of the building. There was some 

musical entertainment for the visitors to enjoy also. A group of 5 pupils started the evening 

by impressing with their skills on bagpipes and drums. Taylor Dunbar, Gregor 

Farquharson were impressive on bagpipes, and they were joined by Lachlan Kyle and 

Fergus Kyle, who were outstanding on the snare drum, and finally Sarah Chance, who 

shone on the bass drum. There 

was a display of old staff 

photographs in the conference 

room for the visitors to view 

before moving on to the 

staffroom which was filled 

with many yearbooks for 

people to enjoy, and an 

impressive collection of 

newspaper clippings which 

former head teacher, Mr Ian 

Sommerville, started collating 

in May, 1995 when he joined 

the school. Mr Sommerville had inherited a huge pile of back copies of local newspapers 

when he first took up post as HT. After tripping over them all too often, he decided to 

organise them into chronological order and stick them into albums. For 20 years, Mr 

Sommerville cut out any reference to Garrion Academy and Clyde Valley and put them in 

the albums. They were a hugely popular addition to the Open Evening. The school played 

host to over 200 visitors who reminisced over their fondest memories of their time spent in 

the building. Old friendships were rekindled and everyone was very grateful to have been 

given the opportunity to say a final farewell. 
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School Website                              
While we will continue to supply parents with a school newsletter, 
increasingly the best source of information is the school website. 
We have a great new school website which is already one of the best and most 
up to date sources of information about the school. Find us at 
www.clydevalleyhighschool.org.uk 
or simply google Clyde Valley High School! 
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Driving	and	Parking:	
	
Please	note	that	when	we	move	into	
our	new	school	building	temporary	
parking	restrictions	will	be	in	place.	
	
Parents	are	requested	not	to	park	
anywhere	on	school	grounds	until	the	
additional	parking	and	bus	bays	are	
created.		This	work	should	
be	completed	by	June	
2016.	
	
There	will	be	
temporary	bus	
bays	created	in	
the	parking	area	
for	the	pupils	
who	need	picked	up	
or	dropped	off	by	bus.	
	
I	will	contact	you	with	further	details	
about	end	of	school	arrangements	
just	before	we	move	into	our	new	
home	

	

Farewell	to	the	old	
Theatre	
	
It	was	an	emotional	night	on	Tuesday	
as	the	final	ever	event,	our	Christmas	
concert,	took	place	in	the	old	school	
theatre.		In	just	a	few	weeks	the	
theatre	will	be	demolished	to	make	

way	for	our	new	sports	facilities	
and	additional	school	

parking.	
	
And	what	a	
way	to	
celebrate	the	
passing	of	the	
old	theatre!	A	

great	night	of	
music,	drama,	and	

comedy.	
	
A	big	thank	you	to	all	the	staff	parents	
and	pupils	who	took	part	and	helped	
make	it	a	festive	night	to	remember!	
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How to contact the school:  

Clyde Valley High School Castlehill 
Road Wishaw ML2 0LS  

 Tel: �  

(01698) 274 950 

 Fax:  

(01698) 358 725  

 E-mail:  

office@clydevalley.n-lanark.sch.uk  

 Web:  

www.clydevalleyhighschool.org.uk 

 Follow Us On Twitter:  

@ClydeValleyHS 

Dates for the Diary 
December	2015	
	
Tuesday	22nd	 School	closes	at	2.30pm	for	

Christmas	holidays.	
January	2016	
	
Wednesday		6th	 School	re	opens		
Monday	11th	 	 Senior	Prelims	start	
Monday	18th	 	 Senior	Prelims	end	
Wednesday		20th	 Parent	Council	meeting	(7.00pm)	
	
Friday	22nd	 	 Closure	of	old	school	campus	
Monday	25th	 Staff	move	to	new	campus	

School	closed	for	pupils	
Tuesday	26th	 	 School	closed	to	pupils	
Wednesday	27th	 School	closed	to	pupils	
Thursday	28th	 School	reopens	to	pupils	
	
	
February	
	
Monday		8th	 	 Holiday	
Tuesday		9th	 	 Holiday	
Wednesday	10th	 Inset	Day4	(school	closed	for	pupils)	
Wednesday	17th	 S2	Personalisation	&	Choice	

evening	(6.00	-8.30pm)	
	
Wednesday		24th	 Parent	Council	meeting	(7.00pm)	
	
March	
	
Monday		1st	 	 S2	parents’	evening	(4.15	–6.45)	
Tuesday	15th	 	 S3	Parents’	evening	(4.15	–6.45)	
Wednesday		23rd	 Parent	Council	meeting	(7.00pm)	
Friday		25th	 	 Holiday	
Monday		28th		 Holiday	 	 	 		
 
April	
	
Monday		1st	 	 Closure	for	Holidays	–	2.30pm	
Monday		18th		 School	reopens	
 


