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Subject: Cancellation of SQA Higher and Advanced Higher exams. 
 
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
As you will know, the Scottish Government recently announced that there will be no exam diet for Higher 
and Advanced Higher in 2021. Instead, grades will be determined by teacher judgements which will be 
moderated and verified by the SQA. We await further details about timelines and quality assurance 
procedures from the SQA, although essentially pupils will now gain their awards through continuous 
assessment rather than a single final exam. Clearly this has implications for the next few months within all 
high schools. Please rest assured that at Clyde Valley HS we are adjusting our forward plans accordingly to 
ensure that every pupil has the opportunity to achieve as highly as possible in all their subjects. The 
following has been agreed by senior leadership team, teachers and Faculty Principal Teachers: 
 
 

• The need for a condensed Prelim exam diet has now gone. Therefore, the proposed 
Higher/Advanced Higher Prelim period in January/February will be cancelled. Instead, assessments 
will be spread out between January and May. 

• Teachers will now have the flexibility to judge when classes are ready to be assessed in certain 
elements of their course. Advance warning of these assessments will be given to pupils in class and 
parents via the school website.  A text message will also be sent. 

• All assessments will be completed under controlled conditions, usually within normal timetabled 
periods and classrooms. 

• Principal Teachers and Senior Leaders will liaise to ensure that assessments are planned to avoid 
any unnecessary clashes and to ensure that assessments are reasonably spaced out. 

• It is likely that subjects will assess pupils more than once to allow a spread of evidence which most 
accurately reflects the ability of each individual. 

• Pupils who miss an assessment due to absence will be given the opportunity to complete this when 
they return. 

• There will be no Study Leave, allowing extra weeks to complete assessments. 
• Additional Assessment Arrangements for those pupils who require them will continue as normal.   
• Supported study and Easter School will be offered free of charge to pupils in many subjects, to 

supplement their class studies. 
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• Digital technology (Microsoft Teams, SCHOLAR, BBC Bitesize, etc.) will continue to be used to 
support learning over the coming months. 

 
During these uncertain times, it is difficult to predict how the coming months will pan out. However, the 
cancellation of a set exam timetable actually helps to ensure that no pupil is educationally disadvantaged 
by the current pandemic. A flexible approach to gathering assessment evidence as detailed above, should 
ensure that every pupil has the opportunity to provide robust evidence of the level they have achieved. 
Should you require any further clarification on these matters, please do not hesitate to contact Mr 
Lanagan. 
 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

Nick Quail 
 
Nick Quail 
Head Teacher 
Clyde Valley High School 
 


