
Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
Thank you to the whole school community for your support in our return to school and our 
ongoing recovery from lockdown.  I have to say our young people have been superb and are 
very much onside in dealing with all the changes and impositions we have had to introduce. 
Thank you to you the parents for your patience and support.  I have been very  touched by 
all the messages of support and a recognition of all the work that myself and staff have put 
in place during our holidays to make sure the school was ready to go a week past 
Wednesday. 
While it was not perfect we have been very pleased with how out first full week went. 
 
Your sons and daughters have probably already shared their experiences of being back at 
school ,but just in case they have not, here are some of the things we have been doing to 
keep everyone safe. 
 
In terms of new procedures for minimising the possibilities for the spread of infection the 
school has made a number of adjustments. These include 
 

• Hand sanitising stations around the school and at the entrance and exit points to the 
school 

• Additional day cleaning to ensure toilets, fire doors, tables in social area and 
frequent touch points such as banisters are cleaned regularly throughout the day. 

• Staggering morning intervals to stop year groups from mixing. 
• No bells.  Use of tannoy to restrict pupil movement and crowding. 
• A one way system throughout the school and a keep left policy on stairs. 
• A no shouting or raised voices policy. When needed SLT have used megaphones to 

avoid shouting. 
• Disinfecting desks between periods. 
• Reduction in pupil movement around the school through the introduction of double 

periods in every year group. 
• Opening of windows and doors in classrooms and social areas. 
• Regular reminders to pupils around good practice in personal hygiene. 

 
We will continue to monitor and review the hygiene arrangements on an ongoing basis. If 
you have any concerns or suggestions, then please contact your child’s Inclusion (Pupil 
Support) Teacher.  



 
As mentioned above the reduction of pupil movement is achieved through the introduction 
of double periods. Above is an example of a timetable where there are 33 periods of 
movement across the week. This would have increased the risk of infection transfer. 
 
Next is a copy of the modified timetable on week 1 (This week and every two weeks 
thereafter). Double periods have been introduced meaning only 18 movements across the 
week and reducing risk. 

 



Finally, a Week 2 timetable, again with double periods, but containing doubles of the classes 
missed on week 1 and therefore providing the curricular balance over a 2 week cycle. Again, 
this reduces risk. 

 
 
The school week will alternate between the week 1 and week 2 timetable.  Please watch our 
twitter feed to find out which week we are in. 
 
All North Lanarkshire Schools are operating a similar model to reduce pupil movement 
around the school. 
 
We are continuing to check our practices in minimising risk and are reviewing the risk 
assessment carried out with Health and Safety to ensure it complies with the latest 
government guidance.  
 
In addition, I am working closely with faculty heads to ensure that we can provide the best 
quality learning experiences for young people, and ensure as best we can, that risk is 
minimal. So, for example, we are developing policies for the teaching of practical subjects 
that ensure we comply with government and SSERC guidance and in non-practical subjects it 
will now take longer for staff to mark and return pupils work due to quarantine 
arrangements associated with paper.  
 
In PE the use of changing rooms is not permitted which is why pupils should wear PE kit on 
the days they have PE.  We are also more limited in the types of activities that can be 
offered. I will keep you posted with updates on the policy for PE. 
 



All senior students who wish to know their estimated grades that were submitted by the 
school to SQA now have the opportunity to see them prior to new certificates being issued 
by SQA in due course. A number of our S6 students have opted for specific college based 
courses. The college courses will not begin till September at the earliest (and will depend on 
Phase 4 recovery being in place) and we are having individual discussions with all students 
involved. 
 
In addition, a number of S6 students were looking at attending schools locally via the 
consortium arrangements, mainly for Advanced Higher. Current guidelines do not permit 
students to attend other schools in this way therefore we are looking as creatively as we can 
at ways to give students in this situation the opportunity to access the materials and 
support for their choices. As an authority we are looking at online solutions to deliver 
consortia arrangements in the short term. 
 
I also appeal to parents to stay in their cars when coming to drop off and pick up their 
children on school grounds and remind all parents not to exit their vehicle while on school 
premises.  Visitors are welcome to park in the school car parks. 
 
The current advice from the Scottish Government is that all visitors to schools should be 
discouraged and this would include parents and carers.  Parents and carers should not be 
permitted to enter into school buildings (or school yards) unless there is an absolute 
necessity for them to do so.  If a parent or carer needs to enter the school building, face 
coverings must be worn as well as contact details provided at reception. 
 
Therefore, visitors to the school are only allowed by appointment or invitation on an 
emergency basis.   
 
A gentle reminder too, that if your child is displaying any of the Covid symptoms, you should 
follow the government guidelines and keep your child at home and inform the school by 
telephone. 
 
No one wants to have these arrangements in place but please remember they are all in 
place to keep our community safe.  As I said to all the staff and pupils last week, never has 
the Clyde Valley Vision and Values been more important. 
 

A 
Caring community where everyone is 
Valued, 
Healthy happy and 
Succeeds together 
 
Nick Quail 
 
 
Head Teacher 


